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MOMSS MAGAZINE 

This publication is hand delivered 
FREE to over 1,040 homes within the 

villages in the United Benefice:  
Middlezoy, Othery, Moorlinch, 

Stawell, Sutton Mallet & Greinton 

It can also be found at: 

www.middlezoyvillagehall.org.uk  

and www.stawellvillage.info   
 

MOMSS is issued 11 times a year (there is 
a joint December/January issue) and is 
designed as a Community Magazine.  
It is produced by volunteers, with the 
authority of the United Benefice 
Churchwardens, for the villagers‘ benefit. 
 

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 

Committee: Richard Graham, Anita 
Winslade, Jane Stryker, Isobel Davis and 
Gill Wilkinson. 
Editor this month: Anita Winslade 
Compiler this month: Isobel Davis  
 

NEWS ARTICLES 

We regret we cannot guarantee inclusion 
of articles or photographs and may need 
to edit copy due to space limitations. 
Submitting articles: Copy preferred in 
Microsoft Word format.  
Email to momssgeditor@live.co.uk  
300 word limit please.  
Submit handwritten copy via one of the 
members of the committee if you are 
unable to find someone to help you 
transfer it to email.  We cannot guarantee 
its accurate inclusion.   
Submitting photos or artwork: 
also momssgeditor@live.co.uk  
We gladly accept news and views from all 
groups or individuals, however, the 
Committee has overriding editorial 
control.  We cannot accept liability for 
loss or damage arising from any error, 
inaccuracies or omission from any copy or 
advertising.  The views expressed in the 
magazine are not necessarily those of the 
United Benefice, the Editorial teams or the 
publisher. 

MOMSS Publishing House Style 

Articles submitted to the magazine are put 

into MOMSS house style. This uses Gill 

Sans 10pt for general text with Gill Sans 

bold 10pt for sub-headings. Arial Black 10pt 

is used for main headings. Example of our 

date format is '25 December‘  – the st, rd, 

th are only used after dates with no month 

alongside. There is no need to insert year 

unless referring to year ahead. We use a 12 

hour time format eg '5.30pm'. Italics, bold 

or underlining will not be included. 

Advertising costs 

Quarter Page: (A7 size):   

Single edition £20;   Three editions £50;  

Six editions £95; Annual £175. 

Half Page (A6 size): 

Single edition £40;  Three editions £100;  

Six editions £190; Annual £350. 

For further pricing information and 
technical details phone  
Jane Stryker Tel:  01458 210661 
E-mail momssgadverts@live.co.uk 
 

Please note: Copy and payment for adverts 
must be received by 12th of the month  
(see date of deadlines on this page). 
Advertising space is limited. We cannot 
guarantee single adverts will be accepted 
for publication.   

MOMSS Account details 

Account name:    United Benefice MOMSS 

Sort Code 09.01.53 

Account Number 79133288 

Reference 'Magazine'. 

 

This magazine is edition  

number 1 of volume 19 

 

DON’T FORGET ! 
March edition deadlines: 

Adverts 12 February 
Articles 15 February 

 

http://www.stawellvillage.info
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2021– Gone but not forgotten! 'Something old, something new, something loved, 

something neglected' was the famous radio show introduction each week by Semprini 

who gave our consciences a musical mental nudge and prompted us to physically put 

into action our promises and resolutions made earlier that year. 

2022– A new year, new resolutions, new revelations – whether it is something we 

want to know or not! Sad news or glad news, private or public, all will happen whether 

wanted or not. The new Somerset Unitary Authority elections in May, the Queen's 

Platinum Jubilee celebrations in June, the conquering of Covid-19 – so much to come, so 

much to prepare for and so much to experience. 

Our reports and news items in this month's edition show how much events are enjoyed 

and eagerly anticipated throughout our six villages and elsewhere and I hope that by 

reading everything from cover to cover you can feel encouraged to go forth and live life 

hopefully – of course suitably protected with jabs, masks, sanitising gels and social 

distancing if required! 

Sincerely, Anita. 

Anita Winslade (Editor, February edition), momssgeditor@live.co.uk, momssgadverts@live.co.uk 

  FROM THE EDITOR 

  MESSAGE FROM REV. DEBORAH KIRK 

When is Christmas over? Some say that the season of Christmas 

officially draws to a close with the Feast of the Epiphany which is 

celebrated on 6 January. Others will say, no, the Christmas season 

continues until the Feast of Candlemass on 2 February. However, no 

matter which of these views you take, we are now in the season of 

Epiphany. 

Epiphany is a word which means 'manifestation' or 'appearance', and 

in Western Christianity, the Feast of the Epiphany is observed primarily as a 

commemoration of the wise men who journeyed to see Jesus who had appeared to the 

world as a child born among us. 

The Feast of the Epiphany, as well as being the day on which all our Christmas 

decorations should be down and packed away, has a fascinating ancient custom 

associated with it, called Chalking the Door. 

This is the tradition of marking our homes, usually above the door at the front or main 

entrance, with a series of letters and symbols, as we ask God‘s blessing upon those who 

live, work, or visit throughout the coming year. 

The formula incorporates the date of the new year with the initials of the wise men 

(whose names are not recorded in scripture but are given by tradition as Caspar, 

Melchior, and Balthasar). This Epiphany, the blessing is written this way: 20 + C + M + 

B + 22. 

So the 20 at the beginning and 22 at the end give us the year, the C, M and B stand for 

the traditional names of the wise men – Caspar, 

Melchior and Balthasar, and the cross 

interspersing the letters and numbers is of 
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course, the symbol for Christ. 

The C, M and B are also said to stand for the Latin : ‗Christus Mansionem Benedicat,‘ 

which means ―May Christ bless this dwelling‖. As the letters are written, a short 

blessing is said, such as: "May all who come to our home this year rejoice to find Christ 

living among us; and may we seek and serve that same Jesus in everyone we meet. 

Amen." 

So – Chalking the Door – if you see someone standing on a chair, with a piece of chalk, 

writing some letters and symbols above their front door – this is probably what they 

are doing!         Rev. Deborah (Methodist Minister) 

  BENEFICE, DEANERY AND DIOCESAN ITEMS  

CHURCHES AND CHAPELS 

Open Daily        The United Benefice churches at Middlezoy, Othery and Stawell are 

open daily for private prayer. 

Sunday Services        The detailed services chart is on the outside back cover. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Send any prayer request in at any time to middlezoyprayers@gmail.com.  Please ask for 

prayers when they are needed. A group of us are ready to add your requests to our 

prayers. You can be sure everything is done in the strictest confidence.  

This prayer initiative is open to anyone in the benefice or beyond.   

Prayers and reflections are regularly 

posted on the Holy Cross Church, 

Middlezoy Facebook page. 

 

FROM THE REGISTERS 

Deaths/Funerals 

Diana May Eales of Othery 

passed away on Tuesday  

2 November 2021. 

Murdo George Fordyce of 

Middlezoy passed away on 

Monday 13 December 2021. 

Patrick ('Paddy') Bertolucci of Othery 

passed away on Thursday 13 January 

2022 (funeral to be arranged). 
 

A SIGNPOST TO 

GOD 

2022 has begun, with all 

its potential for joy and 

sorrow. What lies ahead  

I wonder? Will Covid 
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define us, as it continues to exert its baleful influence and disrupt our plans? Or will the 

joy of faith-filled lives trump the gloom? ―Rejoice in the Lord always‖, begins our key 

passage from Philippians. Amen! 

New Year resolutions - have you made any? They are rooted in a godly desire to 

improve our lives. They say 60 per cent of us make them, but only 8 per cent stick with 

them! I‘m part of the 92 per cent, who try, but usually give up. Sometimes something 

sticks.  

Two years ago, following a diocesan initiative to encourage more prayer, I resolved to 

get the Lectio 365 app. It has helped me ever since. I‘m guided to sit, read, reflect and 

prepare for my day‘s activities. It‘s a form of Lectio Divina, similar to Dwelling in the 

Word, used in Bath and Wells, which encourages us to mull over God‘s word, in our 

own personal time, and in the company of others, allowing God to speak to us.  

Lectio 365 ends in this prayer: ‗Father help me to live this day to the full, being true to 

you in every way. Jesus, help me to give myself away to others, being kind to all I meet. 

Spirit, help me to love the lost, proclaiming Christ in all I do and say.‘  

Our pioneers reach out to those around them, building relationships and using ever 

more creative ways, to point people to God. Cocktail bars, art work, pizza evenings, 

outdoor activities, pilgrim walkways… the list is gloriously endless! The Lectio prayer 

reminds us that everyone is a channel for God‘s grace, a signpost to God. By 

encouraging others to grow in spiritual awareness, we can all be pioneers in our own 

situation.    Rt. Rev. Rob Martin, Hon Assistant Bishop, Bath & Wells 

 

NEW - TAUNTON MINSTER 

On Sunday 13 March St Mary Magdalene, Taunton, is designated to become Taunton 

Minster. Already the civic church for the town, as a minster it will play a more active 

role in bringing together and supporting the whole town and wider area. Rev. Tobie 

Osmond, Vicar at St Mary Magdalene says ―This is particularly important as the town 

adapts to meet the challenges presented by the Covid pandemic. We will also act as a 

hub for all churches in our area, in a similar way to the way Wells Cathedral and Bath 

Abbey act as a hub for churches in their area‖. 

 

LENT COURSES 2022 

This year I would like to run a 6 weeks course 

entitled 'The Cross: Food for the Journey'. I shall 

again be getting the usual small booklets for people 

who would like to share in the annual Lent studies. 

Days, times, venues and/or Zoom arrangements 

still to be arranged but will be published in the 

March edition of MOMSS magazine. Everyone who wishes to join in with this course 

please contact me as soon as possible (01458 443239) so I can get the required amount 

of booklets before the start of the course. 

If anyone would like to attend the Street Mission Church Lent course, 'The Prayer 

Course 2022 – a Journey through the Lord's Prayer', led by Rev. Anna Lawrence, which 

is to be held in the Street Mission Church on Wednesdays at 7pm from 9 March for 8 

weeks then phone 01458 442671 to register with them.                 Rev. Andrea Harwood 
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  GENERAL INTEREST 

SKY AT NIGHT     February 2022 

Sunrise Sunset 

Beginning of February 7.47am-5.02pm  End of February 6.56am-5.51pm 

Moon Phases 

New Moon 1st First Quarter 8th     Full Moon 16th    Last Quarter 23rd 

Planets 

Jupiter which has been visible low in the west after sunset, sets by 6.30am at the start 

of February but disappears into the Sun's glow mid-month. In the morning sky Venus 

rises shining brightly at 5am followed by Mars at 5.30am and Jupiter at 5.30am, both of 

which are rather faint at the moment. 

Stars 

The Constellation of Gemini the Twins is located to the upper 

left of the orange star Betelgeuse in the Constellation of 

Orion. The two stars representing the twins are easy to spot 

with the white star Castor, which is in fact a family of six stars, 

two of which can be seen through a telescope, and below this 

the orange star Pollux which is orbited by a planet bigger than 

Jupiter. Scanning right to the feet end of Gemini is a cluster of 
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stars nearly 3000 light years distant which is visible to the naked eyes under a dark sky 

and a brilliant sight through binoculars. 

Phenomena 

Before dawn on Friday 28 February look to the east to see a crescent Moon with 

Venus and Mars to the left.               Paul Adamson 01823 698156 
 

SOMERSET LEVELS STARGAZERS 

Our next monthly meeting takes place on Wednesday 23 February at 7.30pm where 

club members Richard and Sue Horsham will present their talk entitled 'Measuring the 

Stars'. We will also have our monthly night sky guide and latest news from the world of 

astronomy and spaceflight. We hope this will take place in Othery Village Hall however 

regardless of the situation it will also be available on Zoom. 

For details on admission price/membership or Zoom subscription please contact us 

atsomersetlevelsstargazers@hotmail.com or www.somersetlevelsstargazers.co.uk and you can 

also follow us on Facebook.          Paul Adamson 01823 698156 

 

FARM DIARY 

This is written for non-farmers who live surrounded by farmland. 

Government support. Farmers have been supported by the EU for years. Indeed, 

farmers have been supported by governments since the second World War when we 

were short of food. Since leaving the EU, our government has decided to reduce this 

support over the next four years. At the time of writing, we are still waiting to hear 

what will replace it. This represents huge changes in support for farmers over the next 

3 or 4 years and a lot will go bust. We are also supported for environmental activities. 

In our case we have been in stewardship for nearly 20 years and you, the tax payer, 

thank you, have been paying for our loss of earnings on our grass margins around our 

arable fields. This margin extends the value of the hedge so that birds, fauna and flora 

can flourish. It works. For example, pyramid orchids are a common sight in those grass 

margins on our hills next to county notable limestone grass land. Our management of 

this is supported; it is poor land from a farming production perspective but with 

government help we are able to graze it properly. This means meat production. The 

benefit is that rare plants are encouraged or retained. Without our management they 

would disappear under the brambles. Little grows under brambles; it is usually bare 

earth. 
 

Apples. The household buyer bought apples at Christmas from the milkman. They 

were from a Somerset orchard and were Cox‘s. I was shocked how good they tasted 

compared with supermarket apples. 
 

Conservation Agriculture. This is the general term for the regenerative farming that 

has featured in these articles. The eighth world congress occurred last summer and 108 

countries participated. They celebrated ―the biggest farming revolution to have 

occurred in our lifetimes‖. The goal is sustainable and profitable farming. CA is now 

applied on over 200 million hectares or 15% of the world‘s arable land. One business 

commentator in a recent Sunday Telegraph leader said that nothing new had come 

from farming since the combine harvester was invented. Perhaps that is the view from a 

desk in the middle of London. Where‘s that subscription?                      Richard Graham 
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MUSIC ON THE LEVELS 

Free Sunday Concerts 

We are still planning to go ahead with our next programme of Sunday concerts starting 

at 3pm in St Mary‘s Church, Main Road, Westonzoyland, TA7 0EP.  

Face coverings must be worn, unless exempt for medical reasons, in line with current 

government regulations.  There will be a QR code for checking in. 

In order to keep everyone as safe as possible, there will be no interval to avoid too 

much milling about and refreshments will not be provided. 

There will be no raffle but donations are welcome to help with the artists‘ and other 

costs - it costs an average of about £300 to put on a concert! 

There will be a restriction on numbers so that social distancing can be observed.  

Importantly, if you want to come to the concert, contact me, Frank Challenger, on 

01278 699071 or email f.challenger@icloud.com so that we can control numbers if 

necessary. As soon as possible please so we can gauge the interest. 

30 January, Fiddle and Guitar duo, Mitchell and Vincent 

27 February, Frome Consort, Baroque music      20 March, Wildwood Jack, Folk duo  

24 April, Sally Jenkins, Harp solo     29 May, Tango Seranados, Music from Cuba 

26 June, Rough Round the Edges, Folk group 

Frank Challenger, 01278 699071 email: f.challenger@icloud.com 
 

ALBERT EINSTEIN QUOTES 

“Everybody is a genius, but if you judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree, it will live its whole 

life believing it’s stupid.” 
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“Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow. The important thing 

is not to stop questioning.” 

“Only a life lived for others is a life worthwhile.” 

“Look deep into nature, and then you will understand everything better.” 

“Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your balance you must keep moving.” 

“Once you stop learning, you start dying.” 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND RESOURCE PROTECTION 

To sell your unwanted things there are village Facebook pages but also: 

depop.com is a free listing site that takes a fee of 10% of the value of the items sold. It 

has 21 million users buying and selling a range of second hand clothes. 

facebook.com/marketplace is good for selling larger items that cannot be posted. Buyers 

can contact you over messenger directly to arrange pick-up. 

musicmagpie.co.uk is the UK‘s number one recycling service which buys and sells all 

kinds of electronics. Key in details and it will give you a price, then box it up and send it 

for free. You‘ll be paid when they receive the items. 

The 3 websites listed above come from the 8 January edition of ‗The Week‘.  

To give away items contact: 

uk.freecycle.org bwatersuperstore@cancer.org.uk        village Facebook pages 

or phone charity shops: St Margaret‘s Hospice Bridgwater 01278 453261 

Cancer Research Superstore 01278 446785  

British Heart Foundation Taunton 01823 327772 

 

  GREINTON VILLAGE NEWS 

Information is available from 

greintonvillage@gmail.com or via the 

Greinton Village in Somerset Facebook group 
 

VILLAGE & HALL REPORTS 

We had a very successful evening of 

carol singing around the village on the 

Sunday before Christmas. Everyone 

seemed to enjoy themselves and it was  

a great opportunity to enter into the 

Christmas spirit while maintaining social 

distancing. 

The monthly 'Pub Nights' go from 

strength to strength and are a wonderful 

opportunity for a chat and a drink 

around the stove and maybe a game of 

darts too in the Village Hall. The next 

one is on Friday 4 February. Bring your 

own drinks. 

Our annual Quiz Night in the village hall 
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is on Saturday 12 February, starting at 7pm. Come along for an evening of fun, either 

with your own team or you can make up a team on the night.               Toby Crispin 

 

  MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE NEWS 

THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE 

Fundraising continues and we thank everyone for their support. Our 'Donate a Dress 

for December' brought in £562 - a staggering amount. Approximately 160 dresses for 

sale, sold about 60, the remainder were donated to the St Margaret‘s Hospice Retail 

HQ where they would be distributed to all their shops throughout the County. A    

win-win situation. 

Date for the diary: Big Village Garage Sale – Saturday 26 March, 10am - 1pm.  An 

opportunity for you to recycle your unwanted and no longer used items.  Pay £10 

registration fee which goes into our funds - this will get you on the map so customers 

know where you are, we take care of publicity. If you live at Thorngrove or Broadfield 

Park and want to take part let us know and we will find somewhere in the centre of the 

village. The Church will be running a refreshment stall at the Chapel. 

A newsletter will be distributed to all houses in the village over the next few weeks and 

the form for application to take part will be included.  

Plans for the weekend itself continue and information will be publicised at a later date. 

Pam Jamieson and the PJ Group, sheepshome1@outlook.com 
 

LEVELS METHODIST CHURCH 

Services 
13 February 10.30am  United Service 

with Holy Cross at Chapel with Arthur 

Salisbury 

27 February  6.30pm  Circuit Service HC 

with Rev Deborah Kirk 

We hope you all enjoyed your Christmas 

get-togethers and Christmas lunch. 

We had a joyful Nativity and Christingle 

but unfortunately we had to cancel 

Carols and Coffee. Looking forward to a 

more settled New Year.    Pauline Stewart  
 

LANGPORT FOOD BANK 

Thanks for all who contributed over the 

last year. It has been very much 

appreciated by everyone. 

Unfortunately, the need is still there and 

sadly growing. You can contribute by 

leaving contributions in the box in Holy 

Cross Church Middlezoy or the box in 

St Michael‘s Church Othery. You can 
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also drop things off at my home, Meadowbank, 11a Main Road, Middlezoy or get in 

touch to have things collected. 

I can be reached on 01823 698790 or at shrubrose@yahoo.co.uk 
 

All items are very gratefully received but contributions of jams, choc spread, marmite 

and honey are always very welcome as they are a real treat. The everyday items are 

also needed and things like toilet rolls and cleaning products are always on the list. 

I will be going up to Langport on the last Wednesday of each month. Looking forward 

to hearing from you.                       Jean Campbell 

 

WILD MIDDLEZOY 

A selection of suitable native trees 

has been identified to be planted 

within the new churchyard next to 

Holy Cross Church. This is to 

increase the biodiversity of the area 

and runs side by side with the other 

work being undertaken in both 

churchyards. If anyone would like to 

donate towards a tree, we would be 

most grateful. The species and 

positioning of the trees have already 

been agreed with the PCC and the 

Diocese which means things can go 

ahead as soon as possible.  

A plan will be in the church porch 

identifying the species and location 

of the trees. 

If you are interested to find out 

more, please contact the Wild 

Middlezoy Group on either 

wildmiddlezoy@gmail.com or phone 

01823698790. 

During the past two months 

hedging has been planted in the old churchyard, Back Lane and the village playing field. 

We have also started to prepare a small area near the pumping station to be a wild 

flower area.                                                                                Wild Middlezoy Group 

 

MIDDLEZOY SHOP AND POST OFFICE 

Now under New Management and will continue to function. 

Thanks to a new team of volunteers the essential services of both the shop and the 

Post Office are able to continue into the future. Volunteers are always welcome, not 

only to serve in the shop, but also to perform the back office tasks.           Gill Wilkinson 

Churchyard Early Morning Jan 2022 

 

Sowing seeds in the new churchyard 
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HOLY CROSS CHURCH 

Christmas Events at 

Holy Cross 

On Saturday 11 December 

nearly 70 attended an 

evening of festive songs led 

by the Joyful Spirit Gospel 

Choir. It was wonderful to 

have a live concert again in 

the church. The music was 

fantastic and enjoyed by 

everyone with some even 

ending up dancing in the 

aisles. 

Taking into account the 

need for social distancing 

the Carol Service on 

Sunday 19 December and the Crib Service on Christmas Eve were well attended. 

On Friday 17 December the carol singers ventured around the village finishing at the 

church for mulled wine, sausages and mince pies. On their way they collected £165 

which has been donated to St Margaret's Hospice. Thank you to all who gave so 

generously. 

The star located on the tower during the Christmas period was much appreciated, not 

only in Middlezoy but also from Othery. Thank you, Rob. 
 

Services in February 

13th at 10.30am  Joint service with Methodists in Chapel  

20th at 10am  United Benefice Holy Communion 

27th at 10am  Holy Communion  

Everyone welcome.                Ian Campbell 

READING GROUP 

'Strange Flower' by Donal Ryan 

In 1973, twenty-year-old Moll Gladney takes a morning bus from her rural home and 

disappears. 

Bewildered and distraught, Paddy and Kit must confront an unbearable prospect: that 

they will never see their daughter again. 

Five years later, Moll returns but remains tight lipped about her departure. What - and 

who- she brings with her will change the course of her family's life forever. 

This is a novel of the Ireland of the author's rural childhood – set in a close-knit 

community, shaped by the repeating patterns of seasons and work, of gossip ridden 

scrutiny and village class hierarchies. Most of this tale takes place within walking 

distance of a single stone farm house- a small canvas but replete with universal themes 

such as: love, loss, class, religion, identity and the struggles of those who are outsiders. 

  OTHERY VILLAGE NEWS  
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Donal says ―it is my most personal book yet, written a few months after my father‘s 

sudden death. I guess writing about it was an oblique confrontation with loss‖. Donal‘s 

father championed his son‘s writing from childhood. In the book Donal‘s personal 

struggle to become a writer is retold as that of Moll‘s son Joshua. 

Our readers all praised the quality of the writing, from the gorgeously wrought 

descriptions to the moving accounts of the characters and their dilemmas, all enhanced 

by wry gentle humour. The inclusion of Joshua‘s story, especially his script generated 

some dissent. To several it was an obstacle to following the main flow of the plot, less 

convincing and unnecessary. Others welcomed the addition of this parable to the 

whole. Overall we were pleased to discover a new, (to us), author and keen to read 

further books. 

Our next book is 'Summer Waters' by Sarah Moss.                Liz Wall 

 

OTHERY VILLAGE HALL 

Christmas seems to be in the distant past, but we'd still like to thank everyone who 

participated in the Craft Fair and the Christmas Party. There were generous donations 

of raffle prizes and the hard work of those who gave their time and energy is much 

appreciated. Despite unfavourable weather and less mingling due to Covid, both events 

were well attended. The Craft Fair raffle raised £275 and the cafe proved popular with 

sales of £327. The Christmas Party raffle raised a further £250 and the bar took just 

over £300.  

Plastic Recycling  

The village hall committee has been asked by the Somerset Waste Partnership to 

participate, at the end of February/early March, in the distribution of the bright blue 

bags for the recycling of plastic. At the time of writing details had not been finalised. 

Please check the village hall website and the notice board outside the hall for more 

information in due course. 

Bridget Gander, Secretary, Othery Village Hall 

 

ST MICHAEL'S 

CHURCH  

Because of the bigger 

spread of Covid within 

the United Benefice 

villages the planned 

Christmas Eve Carols & 

Crib afternoon service 

was changed to just a 

short service of Carols 

and Lessons. However, 

the Midnight Mass did 

take place albeit with a 

reduced number of 

people attending. Both 

services were greatly 
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 appreciated and good 

wishes expressed by 

all. 

On Sunday 16 January 

Othery hosted the 

United Benefice Sung 

Eucharist service, the 

first one after a long 

absence because of 

the Covid pandemic. 

Hopefully more will be 

arranged in the 

months to come. 

Mervyn Winslade 

& Margaret Harris, 

Churchwardens 
 

CHURCH ROOM COFFEE MORNINGS 

The intrepid team of volunteers have restarted the weekly Tuesday Coffee 

Morning sessions and everyone is invited to come along and enjoy the range 

of hot drinks and assorted biscuits and sometimes luscious cake! We have a 

jigsaw exchange section and a second-hand books library for sale or exchange. We also 

run a room raffle each week. All profits raised by these sessions go towards the upkeep 

of the Church Room. 

Our opening times are 10am to 12 noon and you are welcome to come along and 

enjoy the social time together.                                                Church Room Committee 
 

OTHERY CHURCH - MOUSE RACES 

Yes they will be back again on Saturday 26 March in Othery Village Hall from 

6.30pm onwards. 

Our long awaited return of the fundraising Mouse Races will be an evening of 

excitement and fun as mice race along a series of self-contained lanes in 8 small 'Races'. 

Entry to the hall is free and a hot food Supper will be on sale from 6.30pm and a Bar 

also available throughout the event. 

Auctions of temporary ownership of racing mice ‗Competitors‘ - the owners of the 

winning mice get cash prizes as do the successful backers - and a cash tote betting 

system will continue throughout the evening. Back your choice of mouse, be a lucky 

winner and win £s but remember you have to be there to win prizes so come along 

and enjoy the thrill of urging your chosen mouse on! 

All profits from the evening will be added to the Othery Street Fayre funds. 

Anita Winslade, Secretary, Othery Street Fayre Committee, 01823 698368 
 

FRIDAY NIGHT IS BAR NIGHT AT OTHERY VILLAGE HALL 

Starting on Friday 25 February and running weekly, opening hours are 7pm to 

9pm. Serving our regular range of beers, ciders, spirits and non-alcoholic drinks. 

Please come along, bring your friends and meet other villagers. 

M. Franks & Sons 
Independent Family Funeral Directors 

 

* Private Chapel of Rest * 
* 24 Hour Personal & Caring Service * 

* Home Visiting Service * 
 

Bath Road, Ashcott, 

Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 9QT 
 

Telephone: 01458 210627 or 01458 860157 

Email: mfranksandsons@gmail.com 

Website: www.mfranksandsons.co.uk 
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  MOORLINCH VILLAGE NEWS   

'GREAT GATSBY CHRISTMAS PARTY' 

The Moorlinch 'Great Gatsby Christmas Party' was a huge success and has inspired us 

to plan another event for the village later in 2022. The party was organised by Carla 

Pither, Aileen Munday and Lis Oliver and held in the Moorlinch Church Hall. 

The hall was transformed into a beautiful venue using our handmade decorations and 

lamps for the windows, walls and tables, with fairy lights and balloons. The team 

worked tirelessly to make, place, hang, sweep and serve to make this into the great 

event it was! 

The Great Gatsby 

Christmas party 

was glamorous, 

flamboyant and fun 

for those attending.  

It included an 

evening of 

wonderful food, 

wine, film, music, 

dancing, quiz and 

raffle. All our 

guests looked 

amazing and had 

fully embraced  

the occasion. 

Thank you to all  

who contributed, 

supported and 

attended to help 

make this a roaring 

success - special 

thanks to Nicky, 

Anne, Audrey, Sara, 

Lauren, Lis and 

Aileen. 

Raffle prizes were supplied by local people. Funds raised from the raffle were divided 

between the Dorset & Somerset Air Ambulance and Rock 2 Recovery (for distressed 

Veterans) - the final amount came in at just shy of £167.00 - Amazing! 

Mary Mason, Chair of Moorlinch Church Hall Committee 
 

ST MARY’S CHURCH 

Winter Warmer Breakfast Café 

Sunday 27 February 9.00am 

Come and join us in the Church Hall for candle making and porridge, pancakes and 

bacon rolls for a late celebration of Candlemas. 
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More information is available on the website www.stawellvillage.info 

 

ST FRANCIS CHURCH CRIB SERVICE 

The Christmas Eve Crib service at St. Francis was a sheer delight and very well 

attended. It was beautifully put together by Denise and Rayah. Socially distancing rules 

applied but did nothing to dampen the singing of the chosen carols. 

Not only did we have a live Baby Jesus thanks to Rhys and Sarah loaning us their 

daughter Isobel, (wonderful performance, good as gold) but we also, courtesy of 

Graham and Jill Fry, had a lamb from their flock which sat quietly on Summer Griffin's 

lap throughout the proceedings. 

Apparently, said lamb was thoroughly disgusted at having been bathed in the sink prior 

to the service. 

Fortunately, the thought of Covid did not appear to have diminished the spirit of 

Christmas and everyone appreciated the performances by the children who played the 

parts of those featured in the nativity story. 

Thank you so much, to Denise and Rayah for your hand in recreating the birth of the 

Christ Child and to everyone else who took part in it.  

Happy New Year to you all. 

Ruth Peberdy 

 

 

 

www.blaketraining.co.uk 

Email: blake@blaketraining.co.uk 

Tel: 01823 690042  Mobile:  07783 305835 

Blake Training Centre 
Room hire for meetings, talks, training venues  

and much ,much more. 
Very competitive rates 

Food and refreshments can also be provided 
  

Rob Blake - Land based training specialising in 
Forestry and Arboriculture including Chainsaw 
Maintenance and Cross Cutting, Felling, 
Chainsaw Safety and Awareness (SAD), 
Climbing and Aerial Rescue, Brushcutters, 
Chippers etc 

Sarah Blake - Food Safety training for the 
manufacturing and catering sectors.  Other 
courses offered: First Aid, Health and Safety, 
Nutrition, Management. 

 

Please contact us for prices and full details 
Admin address: Lanlivery, Main Road, 

Middlezoy, TA7 0PB 

 

 STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET VILLAGE NEWS 
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  OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 

WOMENS INSTITUTES NEAR US 

Ashcott and Pedwell  7.30pm   Third Thursday Ashcott Village Hall, TA7 9PZ 

Burrowbridge    7.30pm   Third Monday  Coronation Hall West Yeo Road, TA7 0RH 

Shapwick Starlets  7.30pm Second Tuesday Village Hall, Station Road, TA7 9NJ 

Westonzoyland     7.15pm Second Wednesday Village Hall Cheer Lane TA7 0EZ 

Local times can vary so it is best to contact Somerset Federation before attending for 

the first time, on 01278 287034. 
 

BURROWBRIDGE WI 

Following the 'Beetlemania' at our December meeting (I think Sir David 

Attenborough would have been hard-pressed to recognise any of the 

beetles we drew!) our speaker in January will be Paul Adamson talking 

about stargazing and in February we will be having a craft evening with a 

Spring theme. 

We are a small but friendly group in the heart of the community, and have a busy and 

packed programme for the forthcoming months. If you would like to come along to any 

of our meetings you will be very welcome. 

Sue Heyes, Secretary, Tel. 01278 691326 or email: BurrowbridgeWI@outlook.com 

 

VILLAGE AGENTS 
 

To contact a Village Agent ring  

01823 331222 and they will find the 

most suitable person to deal with  

your query. 

Referrals can also be made via local 

doctors‘ surgeries. 
 

MIDDLEZOY & OTHERY 

Jane Wood   

Tel 07985 680266 

email: janew@somersetrcc.org.uk 
 

MOORLINCH 

To be allocated 
 

STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET 

Daniel Bell  

Tel 07946 461548 

email: danielb@somersetrcc.org.uk  
 

GREINTON 

To be allocated 
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VALENTINE’S DAY FACTS 

Valentine‘s Day is celebrated every 14 February as couples 

across the globe honour their spouses, partners and sweet-

hearts. Hundreds of years of traditions and customs have 

made it into the day that we now observe. Here are some 

interesting facts about the day dedicated to love. 
 

The Valentine’s Day practice of giving a box of chocolates was started in the 

19th century by Richard Cadbury, a scion of a British chocolate manufacturing family. 

With a new technique recently established at the company to create more varieties of 

chocolate, Cadbury pounced on the opportunity to sell the chocolates as part of the 

beloved tradition.  
 

History’s first valentine was written in perhaps one of the most unromantic places 

conceivable: a prison. Charles, Duke of Orleans wrote the love letter to his second 

wife at the age of 21 while captured at the Battle of Agincourt. As a prisoner for more 

than 20 years, he would never see his valentine‘s reaction to the poem he penned to 

her in the early 15th century. 
 

During the Victoria Era, those who didn‘t want the attention of certain suitors would 

anonymously send ‘vinegar valentines’. These cards, also called penny dreadfuls, 

were the antithesis of customary valentines, comically insulting and rejecting unwanted 

admirers. They were later used to target suffragettes in the late 19th and early 20th 

century. 
 

It is likely that the phrase "wear your 

heart on your sleeve" comes from 

medieval jousts, where a 'sleeve'  

referred to a piece of armour which 

covered and protected the arm. Knights 

would often wear a lady's token around 

their sleeve of armour.  
 

Cupid began as a Greek God 

The chubby baby with wings and a bow 

and arrow that we call Cupid has been 

associated with Valentine‘s Day for  

centuries. However, before he was  

renamed Cupid, he was known to the 

ancient Greeks as Eros, the god of love. 

Eros, the son of Greek goddess  

Aphrodite, would use two sets of  

arrows—one for love and another for 

hate—to play with the emotions of his 

targets. It wasn‘t until stories of his  

mischief were told by Romans that he 

adopted the childlike appearance that  

we recognise today. 
 

How ‘X’ Came to Mean ‘Kiss’ 

The idea of using a kiss to sign off on 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

A SHOT OF WHISKY - In the old west a .45 cartridge for a  

six-gun cost 12 cents, so did a glass of whisky. If a cowhand was low 

on cash, he would often give the bartender a cartridge in exchange  

for a drink. This became known as a ‗shot‘ of whisky. 
 

RIFF RAFF - The Mississippi River was the main way of travelling from north to 

south. Riverboats carried passengers and freight but they were expensive so most  

people used rafts.                               

Everything had the right of way over rafts which were considered cheap. The steering 

oar on the rafts was called a ‗riff‘ and this transposed into riff-raft, meaning low class. 
 

COBWEB - The Old English word for ‗spider‘ was ‗cob‘. 
 

SLEEP TIGHT - Early beds were made with a wooden frame. Ropes were tied across 

the frame in a crisscross pattern. A straw mattress was then put on top of the ropes. 

Over time the ropes stretched, causing the bed to sag. The owner would then tighten 

the ropes to get a better night's sleep. 
 

OVER A BARREL - In the days before 

CPR, a drowning victim would be placed 

face down over a barrel and the barrel 

would be rolled back and forth in an  

effort to empty the lungs of water. It was 

rarely effective. If you are over a barrel, 

you are in deep trouble. 
 

BARGE IN - Heavy freight was moved 

along the Mississippi in large barges 

pushed by steamboats. These were hard 

to control and would sometimes swing 

into piers or other boats. People would 

say they ‗barged in‘. 
 

HOGWASH - Steamboats carried both 

people and animals. Since pigs smelled so 

bad they would be washed before being 

put on board. The mud and other filth 

that was washed off were considered 

useless ‗hog wash‘. 
 

CURFEW - The word ‗curfew‘ comes 

from the French phrase ‗couvre-feu‘, 

which means ‗cover the fire‘. It was used 

to describe the time of blowing out all 

valentines also has a long history, according to the Washington Post. The use of ‗X‘ 

came to represent Christianity or the cross in the Middle Ages. During the same time, 

the symbol was used to sign off on documents. After marking with an X, the writer 

would often kiss the mark as a sign of their oath. As the gesture grew among kings and 

commoners to certify books, letters and paperwork, these records were described as 

having been ―sealed with a kiss.‖ 

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/a-whole-lot-of-history-behind-x-and-o-kiss-and-hug/2014/02/13/0c3e218a-9341-11e3-b46a-5a3d0d2130da_story.html
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lamps and candles. It was later adopted 

into Middle English as ‗curfeu‘ which 

later became the modern ‗curfew‘. In 

the early American  

colonies, homes had no real fireplaces 

so a fire was built in the centre of the 

room. In order to make sure a fire did 

not get out of control during the night 

it was required that, by an agreed upon 

time, all fires would be covered with a 

clay pot called a ‗curfew‘. 
 

BARRELS OF OIL - When the first 

oil wells were drilled, there was no 

provision for storing the liquid so they 

used water barrels.  

That is why, to this day, we speak of 

barrels of oil rather than gallons. 
 

HOT OFF THE PRESS - As the 

paper goes through the rotary printing 

press friction causes it to heat up. 

Therefore, if you grab the paper right 

off the press, it's hot. The expression 

means to get immediate information. 
 

DID YOU ALSO KNOW? 

 No piece of paper can be folded in half more than seven (7) times. 

 Donkeys kill more people annually than plane crashes or shark attacks. 

 Oak trees do not produce acorns until they are fifty (50) years of age, or older. 

 The first product to have a bar code was Wrigley's gum. 

 The King of Hearts is the only king without a moustache. 

 American Airlines saved $40,000 in 1987 by eliminating one (1) olive from each 

salad served in first-class. 

 Venus is the only planet that rotates around the sun in a clockwise pathway. 

 Apples, not caffeine, are more efficient at waking you up in the morning. Packed 

with thirteen grams of natural sugar, apples are a great way to wake up.  

 Most dust particles in your house are made from DEAD SKIN! 

 The first owner of the Marlboro Company died of lung cancer. So did 

the first 'Marlboro Man'. 

 Walt Disney was afraid OF MICE! However, he did not let that fear stop 

him from creating the most famous and lovable cartoon character of all 

time. He had the genius to depict mice as sympathetic creatures with 

human characteristics that would appeal to everyone, especially children.  

 PEARLS DISSOLVE IN VINEGAR! 

 The ten most valuable brand names on earth: Apple, Coca Cola, Google, 

IBM, Microsoft, GE, McDonald's, Samsung, Intel, and Toyota, in that order. 

 

GREINTON 
SERVICE STATION 

 

WESLEY LEWIS 
  

 

 

 

 MOT testing on petrol 

and diesel vehicles 
 

 Car sales and servicing 
 

 All repairs undertaken 
 

 Air conditioning service 

and repair 

 

 Taunton Road. 

Greinton, Bridgwater, TA7 9BP 

Telephone 01458 210094 
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INNOCENCE 

VEGAN BROWNIES   YIELD serves 16 

PREP: 15 minutes COOK: 25 minutes TOTAL: 40 minutes 

Deliciously thick and fudgy Vegan Brownies made without butter, milk or eggs. 
 

INGREDIENTS 

 140 grams (1 cup) plain flour  

 20 grams (1/4 cup) cocoa powder, sifted 

 200 grams (1 cup) caster sugar or granulated sugar 

 80 ml (1/3 cup) vegetable oil 

 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

 200 grams (1/2 cup) dairy free dark chocolate, melted 

 240 ml (1 cup) almond or soya milk 

 75 grams (1/2 cup) dairy free chocolate chips or chopped nuts, optional 
 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Preheat oven to 180 C (350 F) standard / 160 C (320 F) fan.  

2. Line an 8-inch square pan with baking or parchment paper. 

3. In a large mixing bowl, add flour, cocoa powder and sugar and gently whisk to mix. 

4. Add oil, vanilla, melted chocolate and almond milk. Mix with a wooden spoon until 

smooth and combined. Add chocolate chips and mix gently. 

5. Transfer brownie batter to prepared pan and bake for 25-30 minutes or until a 

skewer inserted in the middle comes out clean. Try not to over bake or brownies 

will turn cakey. 

6. To make a delicious dessert serve with dairy free ice cream and a few fresh rasp-

berries on the top! 
 

NOTES 

 Most supermarkets sell dairy free chocolate and several well-known brands with a 

high cocoa content are also suitable for vegan recipes. Check the label! 

 Put the brownies in the fridge for a few hours to firm up – they‘ll also turn super 

fudgy. 

 Please note that every oven is different, and if they need a little extra time in the 

oven, they‘ll still be delicious. 

http://almondbreeze.com.au/
https://www.amazon.com.au/gp/product/B0029JMMRE/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=247&creative=1211&creativeASIN=B0029JMMRE&linkCode=as2&tag=sweetestmen01-22&linkId=6ed038244929ecf3c877534a2fdc7922
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DEFIBRILLATOR MACHINES 

From the scene of an incident, call 999, ask for Ambulance. 

Ascertain the condition of the patient. If a defibrillator is required, to 

obtain the code to open the cabinet give the following information 

about the nearest machine. 

      Call sign 

Greinton Phone Box  TA7 9BW CHT-RT-1583 

Middlezoy Chapel   TA7 0NZ  SC0253 

Middlezoy Village Hall  TA7 0PG  SC0254 (machine at car park end) 

Moorlinch Farm   TA7 9BU  

Othery Village Hall   TA7 0QU 

Stawell Village Hall   TA7 9AD 
 

Within 200m of a defibrillator they can give you the code to open the cabinet on post 

code alone, farther away the call sign is required. 
 

POLICE        Emergencies only tel: 999 ;  Non emergencies tel: 101 

CRIMESTOPPERS    8am-10pm Weekdays 0800 555111 

  USEFUL INFORMATION  

HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING & REFUSE COLLECTIONS 

The frequency of rubbish collections from fortnightly to three-weekly rounds is due to 

take place in the Sedgemoor District area in early Spring (maybe late February or March). 

Householders will receive leaflets and new blue recycling bags before the changeover 

happens. 

The current recycling and rubbish collections for all the MOMSS & G area are as follows: 

Recycling Boxes, every week:    Thursdays 3, 10, 17, 24 February, 3 March. 

Black Wheeled Bins, alternate weeks:    Thursdays 3, 17 February, 3 March 

Garden Waste Bins, alternate weeks: 

Middlezoy: Mondays 14, 28 February; 14, 28 March. 

Othery: Thursdays 10, 24 February; 10 March. 

Moorlinch, Stawell, Sutton Mallet, Greinton: Thursdays 3, 17 February; 3, 17, 31 March. 
 

RECYCLING CENTRES 

Winter opening hours are 9am-5pm weekdays and 9am-4pm weekends. 

Full details of each site, location, opening times, materials they will accept etc. can be 

found at www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycling/centres 
 

MOBILE LIBRARY 

This service continues on a Friday every 4 weeks. Please note some times have changed! 

Next visits: 11 February, 11 March 

Stawell Village Hall      9.50am - 10.30am 

Moorlinch Tapmoor Road Junction 10.45am - 11.05am 

Middlezoy Main Road Bus Stop  12.20pm - 1pm 

For further information about reading books online contact Libraries 

Direct on 0300 123 2224 or visit www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries 
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MOMSS COMMUNITY INFORMATION 
Please advise momssgeditor@live.co.uk of amendments/additions 

 

ANGLICAN CHURCH INFORMATION 

Priest-in-Charge 

Rev Andrea Harwood  01458 443239  vicarmomss@gmail.com  

Sunday mornings, Tuesdays and Wednesdays plus half a day on Saturdays (by arrangement) 
 

United Benefice Readers 

Pauline Davies 01278 451280 and Richard Graham 01278 722284  
 

Parish Auxiliary Lay Ministers 

Mervyn Winslade (Othery); Ruth Peberdy Stawell) 
 

Churchwardens 

Middlezoy: Ian Campbell 01823 698790 

Othery: Mervyn Winslade 01823 698368 and Margaret Harris 01823 698838 

Moorlinch: Fiona Hixon 01458 211096 

Stawell contact: To be arranged  

Sutton Mallet contact: Brian Lishman 01278 722579 

Greinton contact: Jean Heywood 01458 210497  
 

METHODIST CHAPEL MIDDLEZOY 

Minister: Rev Deborah Kirk 01823 334854 

Chapel Stewards: Pauline Stewart 01823 698351 and Sandy Rogers 01823 698220 
 

PARISH COUNCILS/MEETINGS 

Middlezoy—Chairman: Paul Baker 01823 698082  
Othery—Chairman: Andrew Tizzard 01823 690284 

Moorlinch—Meeting Chairman: Ron Hixon 01458 211096 

Stawell and Sutton Mallet—Chairman: Brian Lishman 01278 722579 

Greinton—Enquiries: Toby Crispin 01458 210227 
 

DISTRICT PCSOs 

Georgia Coles 07889 659466; Benjamin Simpkin 07889 659932 
 

VILLAGE AGENTS 

See information on page 17 for contact details 
 

HELPFUL NUMBERS 

Middlezoy:  School 01823 698465; The George Inn 01823 698215; 

P.O. 01823 698981 - Open: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri  8:45am-12pm, 2pm-5pm                                            

Shop 01823 587222 - Mornings - Open: Monday to Saturday 8.45am-11am 

                                 Afternoons - Open: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 3pm-5pm 
 

Othery: School 01823 698464 
 

Moorlinch: Ring O‘Bells 01458 210358; Garage 01458 210298 
 

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS 

Middlezoy Village Hall 01823 690598;  Othery Village Hall 01823 690482; 

Moorlinch Church Hall 01458 210755;  

Stawell & Sutton Mallet Village Hall 01278 723665; Greinton Village Hall 01458 210277 

mailto:vicarmomss@gmail.com
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Our advertisers enable us to provide the MOMSS magazine free of charge to each home  

in our villages. Please support them if you can, and mention this magazine. 

          SERVICES CHART FOR CHAPEL AND UB CHURCHES FEBRUARY 2022 

 
 

The Common Worship readings and lessons for each of the services: 

 

DATE TIME EVENT VENUE 

Feb. 6 Sun 
(4th Sunday 

before Lent) 

  
10.00 am 

  
United Benefice Communion 

service 

  
St Francis, Stawell 

13 Sun 
(3rd Sunday 

before Lent) 

10.00 am 
10.00 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am 

12.00 noon 

Holy Communion service 
Holy Communion service 
All Age Worship service 
Joint Worship For All service 

Baptism  

St Michael‘s, Othery 
St Mary‘s, Moorlinch 
St Francis, Stawell 
Methodist Chapel, Middlezoy 

St Michael‘s, Othery 

20 Sun 
(2nd Sunday 

before Lent) 

  
10.00 am 

  
United Benefice Communion 

service 

  
Holy Cross, Middlezoy 
  

27 Sunday 
(Sunday next 

before Lent) 

9.00 am 

10.00 am 
10.00 am 
10.00 am 
6.30 pm 

Winter Warmer (see page 15) 

Holy Communion service 
Prayer & Praise service 
Holy Communion service 
Circuit Communion service 

Church Hall, Moorlinch 
Holy Cross, Middlezoy 
St Michael‘s, Othery 
St Francis, Stawell 
Methodist Chapel, Middlezoy 

March 

6 Sunday  (1st 

Sunday of Lent) 

  
10.00 am 

  
United Benefice Communion 

service 

  
St Michael‘s, Othery 

DATE SEASON READINGS 
February 
6 Sunday 

Fourth Sunday 

before Lent 
OT:       Isaiah, chapter 6 
Psalm:    138 
Epistle:   I Corinthians, chapter 15, verses 1 to 11 
Gospel:  Luke, chapter 5, verses 1 to 11 

13 Sunday Third Sunday 

before Lent 
OT:       Jeremiah, chapter 17, verses 5 to 10 
Psalm:    1 
Epistle:   I Corinthians, chapter 15, verses 12 to 20 
Gospel:  Luke, chapter 6, verses 17 to 26 

20 Sunday Second Sunday 

before Lent 
OT:       Genesis, chapter 2, verses 4b to 9 and15 to 25 
Psalm:    65 
Epistle:   Revelation chapter 4 
Gospel:  Luke, chapter 8, verses 22 to 25 

27 Sunday Sunday next  

before Lent 
OT:       Exodus, chapter 34, verses 29 to 35 
Psalm:    99 
Epistle:   2 Corinthians, chapter 3, vs 12 to chapter 4, v 2 
Gospel:  Luke, chapter 9, verses 28 to 43a 

March 
6 Sunday 

First Sunday of 

Lent 
OT:       Deuteronomy, chapter 26, verses 1 to 11 
Psalm:    91 
Epistle:   Romans, chapter 10, verses 8b to 13 
Gospel:  Luke, chapter 4, verses 1 to 13 


