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FROM THE EDITOR

The month of March means that Spring is almost here, sunny days are ahead, foliage is
bursting forth, myriad tones of bright colours start to adorn fields, hedgerows, gardens
and window boxes. A lovely time of year.

If we are lucky we might see a March Hare — well there is one on our front cover this

month courtesy of artist Anne Farmer so that is a good start.

Whilst we are up and about we could explore all the pages in this edition which
contains reports of events which have happened and information about, with invitations
to participate in, events in our six villages in the coming weeks and months. Also
included is very useful information about a range of subjects - you could find something

of note or help.

In our villages you could join a study or book group, learn about the sky at night, watch
running mice, participate in Chair Yoga, feed your bodies at Breakfasts, Coffee
Mornings, Lent Lunches and sip beverages at four village halls’ own pub nights.

Our advertisers offer their services and they hope that wherever possible you can

make use of them.

Finally, we will lose one hour on Sunday morning 26th because British Summer Time

starts again then.
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BEAUTY O Jre [
BY KAYLEIGH BAI.L

Offering a wide range of beauty and complementary therapies,

including -
= Waxing e Tinting
o Manicures = Pedicures
= Gel Polish = Callus foot treatment
o Facials = Massage
o Reflexology = Indian head massage

Use code MOMSS to receive 20% off your next treatment

I look forward to welcoming you
all to Beauty on the Levels

BEAUTY ON THE LEVELS
THE OLD POLICE HOUSE HIGH STREET
OTHERY SOMERSET TA7 OPY

T: 07485 709594
E: BEAUTYONTHELEVELS@GMAIL.COM

£© @beautyonthelevels
Gift Vouchers available

BEAUTY O~ T /4

Anita Winslade (Editor) momssgeditor@live.co.uk

SUNDAY 26 MARCH
SPRING FORWARD
British Summer Time begins,
put your clocks forward one
hour.

BENEFICE DEANERY AND
DIOCESAN ITEMS

CHURCHES AND CHAPELS

Open Daily R
The United Benefice churches in
Middlezoy and Stawell are open

daily for private prayer.

BENEFICE/MIDDLEZOY
PRAYER GROUP

Please do not think you have to be a
member of the local churches as we are
very willing to pray for anyone who asks.
The prayer group feel it is needed so
please do not hesitate to get in touch by
emailing middlezoyprayers@gmail.com.

The Prayer Group



PRAYERS AND SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE

Churches across Bath and Wells have been praying for Ukraine and for
peace. Many are open for those who wish to have a quiet moment of
prayer or to light a candle, others have been holding prayer vigils. Locally,
church communities are working closely with aid agencies to raise money
and support those in need in Ukraine and refugees from the conflict.

FROM THE REGISTERS

Deaths/Funerals:

Mrs Valerie Handyside of Middlezoy died on 25 January. She faithfully
delivered the Parish Magazine for many years and will be much missed. Her
funeral was held at Holy Cross on Saturday |8 February.

Mrs Rita Mayled of Middlezoy passed away peacefully on Tuesday 14 February; her
funeral will be held at |1.30am on Friday 3 March at Holy Cross Church, Middlezoy.

UNITED BENEFICE LENT COURSE
Sharing the Easter Story
This book, by Sally Welch, is exploring two questions: what is the Easter story really
about and how do we share it? Through each week of Lent, a different aspect of the
Easter story is examined. Within each week the days are focused on what we need to
do in order to share the story, and each day offers a Bible passage, followed by a
reflection, questions and a prayer.
The Lent study sessions will run for six weeks on the Wednesday evenings of Ist, 8th,
I5th, 22nd and 29th March and 5th April. For details of venues and times of the
sessions please contact Rev Andrea, who will be leading the first session, or the
MOMSS+G villages’ churchwardens or church contacts whose details are listed on the
inside back cover of this magazine.

Anita Winslade, Hon. Admin Assistant, 07714 672316

LETTER FROM BISHOP MICHAEL

WHEN WE HOE A FIELD

“When we hoe a field, we all start in this corner and we go this way”
is my favourite Zambian proverb. I've been sharing its words with
people from our parishes, schools and chaplaincies as a way of inviting
us all to think about how our diocesan vision can be refreshed and
developed to help us look towards the future with confidence and joy.
Our vision calls us to “live and tell the story of Jesus”. It speaks of
faith in action. It makes clear that all we do is in the name of Jesus.
And it’s full of aspiration; living out its words is a life-long task.

But what might our vision mean in terms of what we’d like to focus on specifically? This
is where my Zambian proverb comes in. For my sense is that in our common life we
would be strengthened if we had a greater focus of what we’re all working towards
together.

To help us think about this, I'm suggesting four themes that | hope we can all get
behind. The aim is not to generate a new initiative, rather it’s to identify priorities for
our common life upon which we can all focus. Our diverse communities of course
mean that anything we do needs to fit local contexts. But | hope the four themes can
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provide a common framework that will help us all.

Under our overall vision of “living and telling the story of Jesus”, the themes are:

(1) Valuing and cherishing the people we already have, (2) Offering worship and sharing

our faith together in new and different ways, (3) Developing our own faith and the faith

of others. (4) Sharing in ministry and leadership.

I’'m inviting everyone to have their say about how these could be developed, adapted or

altered. Please do speak with each other and your local church, school and chaplaincy

leaders about how this can happen where you are. More information to enable

feedback is available at www.bathandwells.org.uk/vision.

Please be part of the conversation! Your insights, thoughts and experience are

invaluable in helping us think together what it means to “live and tell the story of Jesus”.
The Right Reverend Michael Beasley, Bishop of Bath and Wells

GENERAL INTEREST ITEMS

ROUTE 1 ADVOCACY
Volunteer to be an Independent Visitor or Advocate for

children in Somerset. ROUTE|

These are fascinating and inspiring opportunities which can bring real ADVOGAGY
benefits to vulnerable children and young people. (Travel and
reasonable expenses are reimbursed.)

You can help children and young people understand their rights and

I“Q“

« Window Cleaning
Conservatory Cleaning
Fascia & Soffit Cleaning
Gutter Clearance

The fast lane for your voice

e Solar Panel Cleaning

01458 258188

ok
info@bubbles-and-suds.co.uk
www.bubbles-and-suds.co.uk




ensure that their views, wishes and feelings are heard.
What is an Independent Visitor?
Independent Visitors are volunteers who befriend and spend time with
a child or young person who is in the care of the Local Authority. By
law all local authorities have to provide an Independent Visitor service.
In Somerset our intention is to encourage the relationship between the '
Independent Visitor and young person to continue beyond care. This
way the care leavers continue to benefit from support, while making the transition to
young adulthood. Independent Visitors are highly valued by the young people as they
may be the only person involved in their lives who is not paid to be there.
What is an Advocate?
An Advocate is an independent person who can offer one-to-one support to children
and young people to have their voice heard when meetings are taking place concerning
their wellbeing. It’s the role of the Advocate to speak up for the young person, make
them aware of their rights, listen to them and represent their views, wishes and
feelings. Why not join our bank of advocates? You choose when you’re available.
Your volunteering can be arranged to suit your availability. Your life experience will be
highly valued and you will be trained and supported in developing key skills.
Please contact us and we will arrange a short visit or call to explain
more and discuss your options.
For more information, visit our website at www.route | advocacy.co.uk
Route | businesssupportadmin@somerset.gov.uk
Carly Piper, Route! Coordinator, 07890 607358
Route ! Advocacy and Independent Visitors 01749 822801

Follow us on social media: n u r@

OTHERY & MIDDLEZOY SCHOOLS

It has been a busy start to the new year!

On the first day back we had a visit from Avon & Somerset Police who spent time
working with all the children. They spoke about internet safety and what they should
do if they did not feel safe or saw something that upset them. We were also visited by
Wessex Water who taught the children about water usage and climate change. Avon
& Somerset Fire Brigade came and worked with Unicorn and Dragon classes and they
taught the children about Fire Safety.

Our Year 3 and 4 children have started swimming this term and the Year 2s have been
benefitting from some outdoor learning. They have already learnt how to build a
campfire safely and create a shelter. They have also built bug hotels and made bird
feeders.

February has now arrived, and we are looking forward to a whole school trip to
Paignton Zoo with workshops on ‘Living things and their habitats’.

After the half term break we will have a visit from the Explorer Dome for our Science
focus day. Our Year 6s will be taking part in Bikeability at the beginning of March and
the whole of Dragon’s class are going off to for their residential trip to Kilve.

We are also looking forward to World Book Day on 2 March and Comic Relief on

17 March. Lindsay Hayward, Headteacher



SKY AT NIGHT March 2023
Sunrise Sunset Beginning of March 6.55am-5.52pm; End of March 6.48am-7.42pm
Moon Phases Full 7th / Last Quarter 15th / New Moon 21st / first Quarter 29th
Planets

There are two beacons of light in the south west at sunset which are the planets Venus
and Jupiter, Venus being the brighter of the two. The two planets are very close
together on the evenings of Ist/2nd of March and again on the 23rd/24th when they are
joined by a crescent Moon. Jupiter sets early evening now while at the end of the
month Venus doesn’t set until | Ipm. Mars is still in in the Constellation of Taurus
getting fainter and sets at 2.30am.

Constellation

Ursa Major (Great Bear) is high overhead now and

« URSA MINOR
e .

appears upside down as it circles the northern sky this is POIa“;/.
known as being circumpolar. Although being the Great ? A
Bear we mainly see the stars that form the saucepan ® THE PLOUGH 2
asterism which can be used as a way to locate Polaris the . >

Pole Star in Ursa Minor (Little Bear). Just take a line . o«

— The Pointers
from the two stars at the front of the saucepan and the L= .

next bright star you see is Polaris the North Star but a
beware - Polaris is not the brilliant bright star we are led to believe.
Phenomena

The Spring Equinox is on 20 March
MOUSE RACES!I and British Summer Time starts on
26 March when the clocks go forward

(live mice running along miniature courses) by one hour at |.00am

In aid of Othery Street Fayre Costs Paul Adamson, 01823 698156
Saturday 1st April 2023 SOMERSET LEVELS
from 6.30pm

STARGAZERS

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 29
March at 7.30pm in Othery Village Hall.
Our main talk this month is a follow up
to a previous talk by Bud Budzenski
called T'aint Rocket 2. We also have a
guide to observing the night sky during
the month of April along with all the
latest news from the world of

in Othery Village Hall

Families Welcome, Admission Free! astronomy and spaceflight.
Hot Supper purchases from 6.30pm £3 visitors (includes hot drinks);
(until Sold Out) membership available. The meeting is
Bar available also on Zoom for a small donation. For
‘Owner’ Auctions, Betting & Races details and Zoom link please contact us
from 7pm on somersetlevelsstargazers@hotmail.com
Cash Prizes! or www.somersetlevelsstargazers.co.uk

and you can also follow us on Facebook.

Further details from 01823 698368 Paul Adamson 01823698156
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WESTERN FRONT ASSOCIATION (WFA)

Somerset Branch

Our March meeting is on Wednesday 8th with a 7.30pm start in Othery
Village Hall. This month’s talk is Missing — Died — Survived. This is the story of
three brothers who fought on the Western Front; Joseph, Walter and George Senior.
Born in the Yorkshire town of Wakefield, all three were educated at Wakefield
Grammar School. Joseph, the eldest, was one of the most academically gifted boys of
his generation. In the 1911 Oxford Senior Examinations he was ranked first out of
14,000 candidates nationally. He then studied at Clare College Cambridge, where he
graduated in Classics with first class honours. Initially serving with the West Yorkshire
Regiment, he would later volunteer for the Royal Flying Corps and see action over the
Ypres battlefront as an observer with No. 45 Squadron. Walter, the middle brother,
would also serve with the West Yorkshire Regiment. He would take part in the Battle
of the Somme, leading his men on a daring raid of The Triangle in the Thiepval sector-.
George, the youngest, would serve with the King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry and
later become attached to the Sherwood Foresters. Only one would come home.

This fully illustrated talk by Guy Senior features first-hand accounts of combat on land
and in the air. He will have signed copies of his book available at the talk.

Everyone is welcome to attend our meetings; we ask for a £5 donation for those over
18 years of age to defray speaker and hall costs. You get a free tea and coffee before
the meeting and a raffle ticket. If you wish to bring your own drinks please feel free to

do so.

(= Blake Training #ﬂ\
i < - - .
I Limited  C
' www.blaketraining.co.uk

Email: blake@blaketraining.co.uk

Tel: 01823 690042 Mobile: 07783 305835

Blake Training Centre
Room hire for meetings, talks, training venues
and much ,much more.
Very competitive rates
Food and refreshments can also be provided

Rob Blake - Land based training specialising in
Forestry and Arboriculture including Chainsaw
Maintenance and Cross Cutting, Felling,
Chainsaw Safety and Awareness (SAD), Climbing
and Aerial Rescue, Brushcutters, Chippers etc
Sarah Blake - Food Safety training for the
manufacturing and catering sectors. Other courses
offered: First Aid, Health and Safety, Nutrition,
Management.

Please contact us for prices and full details
Admin address: Lanlivery, Main Road,
Middlezoy, TA7 O0PB

Pat Adamson, Secretary, Somerset branch WFA, 01823 698156

Somersetwfa@hotmail.com

MUSIC ON THE LEVELS

Free Concert Sunday 26 March 3pm
St Mary’s Church, Main Road,
Westonzoyland, TA7 OEP

Trio Paradis

The concert is suitable for all ages -
bring the family!

Jacquelyn Bevan - piano, Lisa Betteridge -
violin and Linda Stocks - cello, present a
musical menagerie: cats, dogs, birds, fish ...
and an elephant, including numbers from
Saint-Saéns’ Carnival of the Animals and
well-known songs from Disney films.

As there are currently no statutory
requirements with regard to Covid we
are being a little more relaxed about
numbers. Nevertheless, Music on the
Levels has an informal booking system to
help provide a comfortable and enjoyable
experience for everyone and give an
indication of how many cakes to bake!
However, if you have not booked by the



time of the concert, there may still be room for you. We are retaining the principal of
free entry to our concerts as we want to include as many people as possible.

Of course, there is a cost to us! So, in order to help with the artists’ fees and other
expenses such as heating, insurance and licenses, we sell refreshments and a raffle is
held. Donations are encouraged from those who can afford to contribute.

Therefore, if you want to come to the concert, contact, Frank Challenger, details
below. Frank Challenger 01278 699071 email: f.challenger@icloud.com

FARM DIARY

This is written for non-farmers who live surrounded by farmland.

In the Field. At the time of writing the weather is Spring like. The fertiliser spreader
was in action early in February. Winter jobs must have been completed! Our crops of
oil seed rape, wheat, triticale and beans all require some elements in large quantities
such as N, P, K, and lots of other elements in small quantities. Sulphur is one of the
latter. This used to be supplied from our polluted air. Now that our air is cleaner we
are having to supply it. This can be seen in your gardens as moss and lichens now grow
on the trunks of garden trees more abundantly. The rape has the highest requirement.
Before February is out the spreader will be supplying nitrogen to the crops. The writer

looks on nitrogen fertiliser as cheaper than buying land to produce more crops.
Worldwide we cannot produce enough food without adding nitrogen. Although of
course there is a debate about what we should be eating.

Protein. According to the NFU magazine, British Farmer and Grower in March, the
leading UK research institution Rothampstead has discovered that the quality of

different foodstuffs needs to be factored into
discussions about their relative
environmental footprints.

A new measure called the Digestible
Indispensable Amino Acid Score (DIAAS)
accounts for the different digestibility of
different foodstuffs. Low DIAAS protein
needs to be consumed in larger quantities
than high DIAAS protein. On this measure,
the climate impact of dairy and beef were
almost halved. Meanwhile, many plant based
products fared less well as their proteins are
less easily digested.

Farm monetary support. Food
production has been supported at least since
WWIl in order that food in the shops costs
less. Lately, the UK government decided
after Brexit (sorry) that our generous EU
support would be wound down over five
years to nothing. We are in year three now.
The replacement was going to be enhanced
payments on existing environmental
agreements that over the years have had
different names. These payments have

'éENﬁRZL

BUILDER

PP ALAN DABENETT,

Stonework

Brickwork

Repointing
Exterior Painting
Power Washing

Carpentry
Fencing
Patios
Tel: 01278 570097
Mobile: 07585 323075
Email: dabenett@aol.com




allowed the author to manage low producing parts of the farm that are environmentally

rich with annual and capital payments. Other capital payments have been received that

enhance the environment. There are now several schemes. Environmental Land

Management Scheme (ELMS); Countryside Stewardship; Environmental Stewardship;

Country Stewardship Plus is coming. Payments under the flagship ELMS are having to be

increased by 10% as the uptake has been so low. It is a bit bewildering but that is politics.
Richard Graham

OTHERY VILLAGE NEWS

CHURCH ANNUAL MOUSE RACES

SATURDAY IST APRIL, FROM 6.30PM

You are invited to come along to Othery Village Hall and enjoy
another exciting and fun filled night of mice racing along a series of
self-contained lanes in 8 small races!

The mice are all domesticated, not actually from Othery Church,
and are used to running in races in other local villages.

Entry to the hall is free and a hot food supper will be on sale from
6.30pm and a bar also available throughout the evening.

Auctions of temporary ownership of racing mice competitors - the owners of the
winning mice get cash prizes as do the successful backers - and a cash tote betting
system will continue throughout the evening.

Back your choice of mouse, be a lucky winner and win £s but remember you have to
be there to win prizes so come along and enjoy the thrill of urging your chosen mouse
on!

All profits from the evening will be used towards the June Othery Street Fayre running

costs. Anita Winslade, Secretary, Street Fayre Committee 01823 698368
oo ——
] = —_— T~ —— . ——— e

OTHERY STREET FAYRE

Plans are well underway to put on this annual event on Saturday 17 June with all the
stalls, refreshments and entertainments associated with it.

BUT, as always, we need volunteers — yes, your help — with the event. Help before the
event, help during the event, help clearing up after the event.

Our band of committee members and helpers has sadly become much reduced so we
hope our call for help will be heard and understood.

So we are having a Social and Recruitment Evening on Tuesday 18 April in the Church
Room where we will serve refreshments and drinks while we explain, discuss and
hopefully inspire more people to help in any way they can with this wonderful
community event.

The Street Fayre Programme is being prepared with full details of events etc and free
printed copies will be delivered to each home in Othery near the end of May.

Street Stalls and Crafts Marquee stall sites forms are available so if you or someone you
know would like a site contact the Street Fayre Secretary Anita Winslade, EImgrove
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Bungalow, Middlefield Farm, Holloway Road, Othery, Bridgwater, TA7 0QF who will
provide the necessary application forms. Othery Street Fayre Committee

CHURCH ROOM COFFEE MORNINGS N
Our Tuesday morning sessions continue throughout the winter and into

the Spring and with the new heaters are a pleasant and comfortable meeting

place for all-comers. Doors open from [0am to noon each Tuesday. We

serve teas, coffees, chocolate, biscuits and sometime cakes!

Come for a quick pick-me-up or a nice long chat or just for a bit of company if you are
lonely — you will be made very welcome. All proceeds from the Coffee Mornings go
towards the upkeep of the Church Room. Church Room Committee

BREAKFAST CAFE CHURCH

Café Church is church with a difference. Seated around tables in the Church

Room we drink fresh coffee, eat a simple breakfast and discuss faith

together. It’s an informal time together, we sing a few songs, maybe hear a

bit of a talk, say some prayers, but we're relaxed about it all.

We’re looking forward to our second Breakfast Café Church on Sunday 9 March in the
Church Room from 9.30am for an hour or so, with bacon butties on the menu! You
will be most welcome whether you are a churchgoer or not. Isobel Davis

OTHERY VILLAGE HALL
Table Top Sale - Sunday 26 March -

10am to 2pm. Table Top GREINTON

It's jumble, it’s a flea SERVICE STATION
market, it's a car boot

sale - all rolled into one WESLEY LEWIS

on a table. Come and get a bargain and

breakfast as well. Tables are provided and .

available for £10. If the weather permits we » MOT testing on petrol
may have some set up outside or in the and diesel vehicles

gazebo. If you would like to book a table
contact us on otheryvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk
or phone 07814 754127.

Regular Events

Tuesday 14 March Gardening Club;
Wednesday 8 March Western Front Assoc.;
Wednesday 22 March Somerset Stargazers;
Thursdays 7.30pm Short mat bowls;

Fridays | lam Pilates, 7pm Bar night.
Diary Dates Taunton Road.

Coronation Day Party - Saturday 6 May (in Greinton, Bridgwater, TA7 9BP

conjunction with the Parish Council). Telephone 01458 210094
AGM - Tuesday 17 October 2023.

o Car sales and servicing
e All repairs undertaken

e Air conditioning service
and repair

Bridget Gander, Secretary, Management Cee,
Email: otheryvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk Website: otheryvillagehall.org.uk
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OTHERY READING GROUP
This month’s reading is Drive Your Plow
Over the Bones of the Dead by Olga

> ]
Tokarczuc.
A writer, activist and public intellectual,

Tokarczuc is one of Poland’s most le i ;
4 4 L}

successful authors. In 2018 she won the [ A j %.

Man Booker International Prize and was '

Is5yanes

awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature. THFIIIIIIM & ORCHARD - OPEN

As one critic has written, the novel is
almost impossible to categorise. It is, in SATURDAY 12-8 PM

effect, a murder mystery: in the bleak
Polish midwinter, men in an isolated SUNDRY 12-% PM

village are being murdered, and it is left S )
to Janina Duszejko, a kind of eastern BEER, CIDER AND

European Miss Marple, to identify the OTHER LOCALLY Lo
murderer. But more than a mere PRODUCED ALCOHOLIC ?%

whodunit with a satisfying denouement BEVERASES AVAILABLE ?

it is also a political treatise, i 2

a dark feminist comedy, an existentialist

fable and a song of praise to William Blake UAg PRIKHOLY e PRRMINT AVMLEBLE
(from whose writing the book title is THE ARK LITTLE ELM nﬁm MIDDLEZOY,

taken). BRIDIWATER, SOMERSET, TA1 OPH = f
Janina’s narrative voice drives the novel:
she exists, immediately, on the page — forthright, brilliant, funny. Deeply troubled about
the world, her place in it and the hierarchy of humans among their fellow animals.
Many readers loved the book commenting “It’s humorous, extraordinary, thought
provoking, each paragraph has a little gem which makes you reflect and ponder and
debate within yourself - the descriptive writing is sublime - she captures the
atmosphere and seasons so well - her characterisation is excellent. The mysticism and
visionary elements of William Blake seem to be contained within it. Although published
in 2009, Tokarczuc’s emphasis on the interdependence of living beings and of
biodiversity is even more relevant now.”

In contrast others found that the combination of fable, politics and ‘whodunit’ with
Janina’s references to astrology, led to a confusing or worse experience.

Next month’s book is Miss Benson’s Beetle by Rachel Joyce. Liz Wall

MOORLINCH VILLAGE NEWS

ST MARY’S CHURCH

Palm Sunday Service on 2 April

Do come and join us for a ‘take away’ style breakfast in the church at
9.30am followed by the United Benefice Palm Sunday Service at 10.15am.
Everyone is welcome - for just the breakfast or just the service or
hopefully both! Moorlinch Church Committee
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STAWELL & SUTTON MALLET VILLAGE NEWS

Information is available on the website www.stawellvillage.info

ST FRANCIS CHURCH Lo Lunch]
Lent Lunch On Saturday 18 March from |2noon until 2pm there will be g
a Lent lunch in the village hall. Forgo your usual lunch and come and have * (&
some soup and rolls and give some money for charity. Richard Graham =~ *

Easter Bingo Spring is here and Easter Bingo is back. Our Prize Easter Bingo will be
on 25 March at Stawell and Sutton Mallet Village Hall. Doors open at 7pm with eyes
down at 7.30pm. Seasonal refreshments will be available.

As usual we are asking for donations of prizes, which can be left with Ruth Peberdy,
Old School, Stawell, and Tina Swift, Carisbrooke House, also in Stawell, a few doors
away from me.

If, however, you would like to donate a prize and are unable to deliver, then do phone
Ruth on 01278 722914 and it can be collected.

Do come along for a fun evening. All proceeds to St. Francis Church. Ruth Peberdy

COFFEE MORNING )
Saturday 25 March from |0am till I2noon at Nicole and Soraya Anvari at their
Tythings Barn at the end of Manor Court. All welcome. Richard Graham @

GREINTON VILLAGE NEWS

Information is available from greintonvillage@gmail.com or via the Greinton
Village in Somerset Facebook group

FEBRUARY NEWS Forthcoming event

In addition to the regular Pub Nights on the first Friday of each month,
there is Mouse Racing on Saturday |18 March in the Village Hall and starts
at 7pm. Toby Crispin

MIDDLEZOY VILLAGE NEWS

MIDDLEZOY CORONATION CELEBRATIONS
Saturday 6 May

At the time of writing we have no timings for the national
events so some of what is planned may be flexible.
Morning - The actual Coronation will be shown on the big
screen in the village hall.

Afternoon - Middlezoy Women’s Social Group will be
hosting their now traditional tea party with delicious home-made cakes and drinks.
Children can have fun on the bouncy inflatables, ride on the traction engines and enjoy
a free soft drinks bar.

Evening - the MCP are holding a Blues Brother tribute band. Tickets will be available
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shortly at a cost of £10 which include a hog roast provided by Regency Butchers.
Middlezoy villagers, let’s celebrate again as we did last year for the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee and have a memorable evening together.

Dust off your bunting and flags to make the village once again the red, white and blue
capital of the Somerset Levels.

Throughout the whole weekend there will be a royal themed treasure hunt around the
village for all to have a go. So watch out for further updates on Facebook and notices
around the village. Pam Jamieson, on behalf of the organising group

CHURCH AND CHAPEL
Details of services, times, etc. are on the back cover

HOLY CROSS

On Sunday 5 March instead of the normal United Benefice morning service at Holy
Cross there will be a Taizé service in the afternoon. From 3pm there will time to
practise the songs and then have tea and refreshments before the service commences
at 4pm. All welcome.

@ On Saturday 25 March there will be a Jumble Sale in the church
| sumble | from 10am to I2noon. Please bring your own bag for your ‘jumble
goodies’! Sarah Blake will be happy to accept jumble prior to the
event. Sarah can be contacted on sarah@blaketraining.co.uk or
01823 690042. Bacon butties and refreshments will be available.
Many thanks for your support.
Advance notice of other events planned for later this year.
Sunday 21 May Open Tower Day
Sunday 9 July Open Tower Day
Saturday 16 Sept  Concert by Barnacles Buoys
Saturday 25 Nov ~ Concert by Joyful Spirit Gospel Choir

lan Campbell, Churchwarden and Middlezoy PCC

LEVELS METHODISTS CHAPEL
For the next 3 months our Joint service, held on the second Sunday of each month, will
be in Holy Cross Church.
The dates of our evening services, held on the fourth Sunday of each month with
Rev. Deborah, are 26 March, 23 April and 21 May.
Sandy Rogers and Pauline Stewart, Chapel Stewards

MIDDLEZOY WOMEN'’S SOCIAL CLUB
We will be having another Brunch on Saturday || March from 10.30am to |12 noon at
the Chapel. We hope to see you all. Pauline Steward

VILLAGE COFFEE MORNING

Thanks to the many people who have donated items for our bric-a-brac stall. Anything
that has been on the stall for a while is boxed up and taken to a charity shop. Just
before Christmas | took a couple of boxes to the Children's SW Hospice shop and |
recently heard from them that they had raised almost £150 from selling the items. So
keep on bringing those unwanted items - any proceeds will always go to help others.
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Following the success leading up to Christmas with our visiting stallholders we will be
doing similar for Easter.

Dates for your diary:

Monday 6 March - Sarah Bonham with the Paperie products - cards,

. o 4 1
gift wrap, craft and gift ideas. ,M S ?\ AR
Monday |3 March - Somersata designs - Pauline and Janet will be back =y~ X[+ 3=
to show us their latest handmade creations. 0 =

Monday 20 March - Cecily Slade will show us what she has been busy <l 3
making for Easter. Lots of ideas for little gifts.
Monday 10 April - Easter Monday - there will be no coffee morning.
Do come along and join us on a Monday morning in the Methodists Chapel from [0am
to |2noon - everyone is very welcome.
Jill Darby, Village Coffee Morning Co-ordinator,
Tel: 01823 698000 Email: jilldrb@gmail.com

ANCESTOR SEARCH

Paula Morgan is looking for family members of the Huckers.

Her nan Ella Julia Hucker was born in Middlezoy and her great-great-grandmother and
grandfather are buried in the churchyard. She used to come to Middlezoy in the late
50s and early 60s staying with her Aunt Gladys and Uncle Will and their daughter
Leona who will be about 72 now.

If you can help Paula she can be contacted on 07729 212734 or respond to her posting
on the Middlezoy Village Facebook page on 8 February.

WOMEN'S INSTITUTES NEAR US

Today’s Women Working For Tomorrow’s World

Ashcott and Pedwell 7.30pm Third Thursday Ashcott Village Hall, TA7 9PZ
Burrowbridge 7.30pm Third Monday Coronation Hall West Yeo Road, TA7 ORH
Shapwick Starlets 7.30pm Second Tuesday Village Hall, Station Rd, TA7 9N]J
Westonzoyland 7.15pm Second Wednesday Village Hall Cheer Lane TA7 OEZ
Local times can vary so it is best to contact Somerset Federation before attending for
the first time 01278 287034.

BURROWBRIDGE WI

After a very worrying time, the floods have now receded and we can once again travel
from Burrowbridge to Taunton without having to go via Bridgwater.

Our March meeting will consist of our AGM followed by Chair Yoga with Mercedes
Rueda This | am sure will be very enjoyable and good fun as it is exercise for everyone.
If you would like any further information please call Sue Heyes, Secretary, on 01278
691326 or email: burrowbridgewi@outlook.com. Lesley Dyson

WESTONZOYLAND WI

The March meeting, after the AGM, is about planting Spring containers, with
demonstrations. If you would like any further information please or email:
zoywisec@gmail.com or call Gill Wilkinson, Secretary, on 01823 698429.  Gill Wilkinson
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AND FINALLY .....

MONOPOLY IN Wwil
Starting in 1941, an increasing number of British Airmen found themselves as the
involuntary guests of the Third Reich, and the Crown was casting about for ways and
means to facilitate their escape...
Obviously, one of the most helpful aids to that end is a useful and accurate map,
especially one showing the locations of safe houses where a POW on the run could go
for food and shelter.
Paper maps had some real drawbacks - they make a lot of noise when you open and
fold them, they wear out rapidly and if they get wet they turn into mush.
Someone in MI5 got the idea of printing escape maps on silk. It's durable, can be
scrunched up into tiny wads, unfolded as many times as needed and makes no noise
whatsoever.
At that time there was only one manufacturer in Britain that had perfected the
technology of printing on silk and that was John Waddington Ltd. When approached by
the government, the firm was only too happy to do its bit for the war effort.
Coincidentally, Waddington was also the UK Licensee for the popular American board
game, Monopoly. As it happened, 'games and pastimes' was a category of item qualified
for insertion into CARE packages, dispatched by the International Red Cross to
prisoners of war.
Under the strictest of secrecy, in a
securely guarded and inaccessible old
workshop on the grounds of
Woaddington's, a group of sworn-to-
secrecy employees began mass-
producing escape maps, keyed to each
RS L region of Germany or Italy where there
M@ﬂ— A_océgg&e 5.A_C. Dip FHFT & 5.4.C. Dip FHPP were Allied POW camps. When
processed, these maps could be folded
Can you reach your feet? into such tiny dots that they would
actually fit inside a Monopoly playing
piece.
The clever workmen at Waddington's
also managed to add: a playing token,

Do you need help cutting your toe nails?

Do you suffer
discomfort from..

Callus & Corns containing a small magnetic compass; a
Athletes Foot two-part metal file that could easily be
Ingrowing Toe Nails screwed together; useful amounts of

genuine high-denomination German,
Italian, and French currency, hidden
within the piles of Monopoly money!
Before taking off on their first mission
British and American air crews were
For treatment of your foot related problems, including all of the above advised how to identify a |rigged'

contact Cherrie on 0779 439 0617 Monopoly set - by means of a tiny red

Fungal Infection
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dot, one cleverly rigged to look like an ordinary printing
glitch, located in the corner of the Free Parking square.
Of the estimated 35,000 Allied POWS who successfully
escaped, an estimated one-third were aided in their
flight by the rigged Monopoly sets. Everyone who did so
was sworn to secrecy indefinitely, since the British
Government might want to use this highly successful
ruse in still another, future war.

The story wasn't declassified until 2007, when the surviving craftsmen from
Waddington's, as well as the firm itself, were finally honoured in a public ceremony.
It's always nice when you can play that Get Out of Jail Free card!

A GOOD STORY
A rich young woman sat beside a poor elderly man on a plane. She alerted the flight
attendant upon taking her seat.

The flight attendant answered warmly, when the woman abruptly said, “Please find me
another seat immediately.” The flight attendant responded, “I'm sorry Ma’am, but the
economy cabin is fully booked.”

The woman replied, “But I'm not going to travel beside a worthless bum. Do
something.”

While the elderly man stared in disbelief, the flight attendant responded, “I'll talk to the
Captain about this.”

The flight attendant went to the

Captain and asked, “Captain, a woman P
feels uncomfortable sitting beside a 8] . :—Sedgem
poor elderly man. What should we IemeIOQUClc ="
do?”

Surprisingly, the Captain’s face changed.

He looked amused and said, “This WM#WKMW
woman is interesting. I've never
encountered an issue like this before.

| have a plan. Listen ...”
And the Captain relayed to the flight

Sedgemoor District Council fund a not-for-profit
loan scheme for homeowners and landlords*.

We understand the expense of maintaining your

aFtendant what he wanted to do'_ The home and we work with you to take the stress out

flight attendant was stunned at his plan. of funding repairs, improvements or adaptations.

In fact, she was amazed. We see you as an individual, not a credit score.

A few minutes later, the flight attendant Our knowledgeable team of advisers will guide

returned. “The Captain said we could you through the process of applying for a home
improvement loan.

use an open seat in First Class. He also
wants to apologise for having to travel
with such a terrible person.”
As the woman rose out of her seat, the : R

. or more information visit
flight attendant reached out her arm www lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099
towards the poor elderly man. “Sir, will
you please follow me?” To which the
plane applauded. Anon “subject to eligibility

For a no-obligation assessment

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU




DON’T BLACK BIN IT - RECYCLE IT!
Getting Rid of Items that are not Kerbside Collected

« Pet food, detergent and baby food pouches*, bread wrappers and crisp
packets can usually be taken to your local supermarket and recycled in
the Soft Plastics bin. Look for the symbol that says “Recycle with bags
at large supermarkets. Don’t recycle at home”. It now appears on
many more items than before.

. Toothpaste tubes, mascara containers and used lipsticks can be -
dropped off at Boots the Chemist. The Street and Bridgwater % .
branches both have a donation point. '

« Tablet blister packs can be taken to a local Superdrug Pharmacy.

« Old spectacles can be dropped off at Specsavers, Vision Express or Boots. Some
opticians send donated spectacles abroad to be used by those in
need with matching prescriptions, while others recycle the glasses @@
and then use the resulting funds to carry out vital work regarding
eye care and eyesight for those in need.

« Tupperware boxes cannot be recycled in your blue bag. They
should either be taken to your local Recycle Centre or put in your
black bin. They will be put in general waste for energy recovery.
Before throwing them out, first check to see if they can be used

around the house
or garage. If they
: @TLC are in good condition charity
a re m shops might take them.
. Takeaway food containers*
are often made from expanded

- H polystyrene and this is also
Toe Nall Cuttlng sometimes used to package white
Mobi Ie SerV|Ce goods like microwaves. This

cannot be recycled and should be
Friendly, reliable, mobile placed in your black bin or taken
service in the comfort

to your nearest Recycle Centre
of your own home.

(for opening hours see page 22).
AFFORDABLE * Please rinse first!

PRICES Got more ideas, hints or suggestions
to reduce the amount that goes into
our black bins?

Please contact the MOMSS magazine
at momssgeditor@live.co.uk

at home

For more information or to book )i (
contact Karen - Dip FCP X / _,/
Tel: 01278 423750 or Mob: 07912 932938 ‘-'if{ . ;<\ 7
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THE CHOSEN

Christian movies and shows aren't typically
known for quality, good character development,
or well-written, compelling stories. (Although
actually the Bible itself is - my non-churchgoing dad
used to read the Old Testament because it’s full of
good stories!)

There are certainly some exceptions, including . -
Ben-Hur and Narnia, but in my opinion The Chosen is far and away the best on-screen
depiction of the life of Christ - either mini-series or movie. The writing and character
development are exceptional. They’ve given such a unique take to the story, a sort of
street-level view of the people that encountered Jesus, showing them to be real people
living real lives dealing with real struggles, going to work, hanging out with friends,
eating lunch, making jokes - but they've brought it all to life in an engaging and

relatable way where the tight budget seldom shows.

The good news is that The Chosen is largely crowd funded and you can watch it for
free! You can stream it online via Angel Studios, or from the custom app, The Chosen:
Stream the Series, available in both Apple and Google Play app stores, and can be
watched on Roju, Fire TV, Apple TV, iOS, and Android devices. It’s a multi-series
production, so far 3 series have been filmed, with 8 episodes in each series and | can’t
wait for the next one! Isobel Davis

R.J. Countryside &
Garden Services

Tree Surgery
All aspects of garden maintenance &

Pruning, planting, weeding

Snowdrops in Middle‘ioy churchyafgi : Rotavating
: E— E— Grass cutting
DON’T FORGET, Hedge trimming
SUNDAY 26 MARCH Hedge laying

British Summer Time begins
and we lose one hour
as the clocks go forward

Fully Insured, Qualified and License

.  Contact Rhiannon and Jason o
07706 471337
rjcountryside@gmail.com

/ *‘.‘. af
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FALAFELS WITH TZATZIKI SAUCE (Vegan)

You'll need to soak the chickpeas overnight, but otherwise this is a pretty simple

assemble-and-fry job, with delicious results.

Prep 20 min Soak overnight Chill I hr Cooks 25 min

Ingredients
| small onion, peeled
3 garlic cloves, peeled
| small bunch parsley, retain a handful for the sauce
/2 small bunch dill, retain a handful for the sauce
| tsp ground cumin
| tsp ground coriander

200g dried chickpeas, soaked overnight in cold water

%

2'/2 tbsp gram or plain flour
2 tsp baking powder
Vegetable oil, for frying
For the tzatziki sauce
300g Greek yoghurt
| garlic clove, peeled and crushed
Juice of /2 lemon
60g feta, crumbled
Method

I

Makes 4

I. Put the onion, garlic, herbs and spices in a food processor and blitz until coarsely
chopped. Drain the chickpeas, roughly dry them in a tea towel, add to the processor
with three-quarters of a teaspoon of salt, and blitz until everything is finely chopped.

2. Transfer to a bowl and stir in the flour and baking powder. The mix should hold
together when you grab a handful; if it doesn’t, add a little more flour. Pop in the

fridge for at least an hour to chill.

3. Meanwhile, make the tzatziki. Finely chop the reserved herbs and mix them into the
yoghurt with the garlic, lemon and feta. Stir in a teaspoon of the chilli pickle juice and

M. Franks & Sons

Independent Family Funeral Directors

* Private Chapel of Rest *
* 24 Hour Personal & Caring Service *
* Home Visiting Service *

Bath Road, Ashcott,
Bridgwater, Somerset, TA7 9QT
Telephone: 01458 210627 or 01458 860157
Email: mfranksandsons@gmail.com

Website: www.mfranksandsons.co.uk
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season to taste.

4. Pour 2cm oil into
a large frying pan and
put on a medium-
high heat. Shape
the falafel mix into
patties about 8-10cm
in diameter and 2cm
thick. Once the oil is
shimmering, fry the
patties two at a time
for two to three
minutes on each side,
until dark golden and
crisp. Transfer to a
plate lined with
kitchen paper.



Adverts work—
you’ve just read this.

Could you be
advertising

Free Storage Offers Available your business
* Removals /e in this space?
 Storage . 2
* Confidential ' el L.

Shredding g See inside front
¢ Van Hire
* Boxes & Tape ye cover
call us today on for our
Bridgwater 01278 447099 B 552
or clck on wwwbeitanniolanes.couk reasonable rates.
USEFUL INFORMATION
FOODBANKS
Any donation is appreciated and will reach the people who need it. fOOdbagk

DONATION POINTS

Middlezoy: Holy Cross Church, Village Coffee Mornings or Meadowbank, | la Main Rd.
Othery: St Michael’s Church Porch.

Moorlinch: Spring Cottage, Pit Hill Lane, Moorlinch or St Mary’s Church Porch.
Stawell: The Old Post Office, Stawell

Cash Donation: By contacting the relevant Foodbank you can make either a single or
a regular donation. If you are in a position to give via Gift Aid, the Foodbank will be
able to claim back the tax you have paid on this.

To obtain assistance from a Foodbank you need a referral from: Citizens Advice
Bureau: Clarence House High St, Bridgwater, TA6 3BH 03444 889623 or your Village
Agent, local GP surgery, schools, health visitors and social workers.

Bridgwater Foodbank can be contacted by email info@bridgwater.foodbank.org.uk or
phone 01278 434636 or 07804 119273 (Open Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays). They
will help put you in touch with one of the agencies that can help with a referral.
Langport Cares email langportcares/foodbank@gmail.com
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DEFIBRILLATOR MACHINES

From the scene of an incident, call 999, ask for Ambulance.
Ascertain the condition of the patient. If a defibrillator is required, to obtain the code
to open the cabinet give the following information about the nearest machine.

Call sign
Greinton Phone Box TA7 9BW  CHT-RT-1583
Middlezoy Chapel TA70NZ  SC0253
Middlezoy Village Hall TA7 OPG SC0254 (machine at car park end)
Moorlinch Farm TA7 9BU
Othery Village Hall TA7 0QU
Stawell Village Hall TA7 9AD

Within 200m of a defibrillator they can give you the code to open the cabinet on post
code alone, farther away the call sign is required.

HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING & REFUSE COLLECTIONS =
The recycling and rubbish collections for the MOMSS & G area are:

MIDDLEZOY & OTHERY

Recycling Boxes, every week: Thursdays: 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 March
Black Wheeled Bins, every 3 weeks: Thursdays: 9, 30 March

Garden Waste Bins, every other week:

Middlezoy: Mondays |3, 27 March Othery: Thursdays 9, 23 March
MOORLINCH, STAWELL, SUTTON MALLET & GREINTON

Recycling Boxes, every week: Wednesdays |, 8, 15, 22, 29 March
Black Wheeled Bins, every 3 weeks: Wednesdays: |, 22 March

Garden Waste Bins, every other week:  Thursdays 2, 16, 30 March
RECYCLING CENTRES

Winter opening hours are 9am-5pm weekdays and 9am-4pm weekends.
Full details of each site, location, opening times, materials they will accept etc. can be
found at www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycling/centres

MOBILE LIBRARY
Taunton Area, Route P
The service continues on a Friday every 4 weeks but please note that

some times have changed.
Next visit: 24 March

Stawell Village Hall 10.10am - 10.40am
Moorlinch Tapmoor Road Junction 10.55am - I l.15am
Middlezoy Main Road Bus Stop 12.20pm - Ipm

For further information about reading books online contact Libraries Direct on 0300
123 2224 or visit www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries

Our advertisers enable us to provide the MOMSS magazine free of charge to each home
in our villages. Please support them if you can, and mention this magazine.

The MOMSS magazine is supported by
the National Lottery




MOMSS COMMUNITY INFORMATION

Please advise momssgeditor@live.co.uk of amendments/additions

ANGLICAN CHURCH INFORMATION
Priest-in-Charge
Rev Andrea Harwood 01458 443239 vicarmomss@gmail.com
Sunday mornings, Tuesdays and Wednesdays plus half a day on Saturdays (by arrangement)
United Benefice Readers
Pauline Davies 01278 451280 and Richard Graham 01278 722284
Parish Auxiliary Lay Ministers
Mervyn Winslade (Othery); Ruth Peberdy (Stawell)
Churchwardens
Middlezoy: lan Campbell 01823 698790
Othery: Mervyn Winslade 01823 698368 and Margaret Harris
Moorlinch: Fiona Hixon 01458 211096
Stawell contact: To be arranged
Sutton Mallet contact: Brian Lishman 01278 722579
Greinton contact: Jean Heywood 01458 210497

METHODIST CHAPEL MIDDLEZOY
Minister: Rev Deborah Kirk 01823 334854
Chapel Stewards: Pauline Stewart 01823 698351 and Sandy Rogers 01823 698220

PARISH COUNCILS/MEETINGS
Middlezoy—Chairman: Paul Baker 01823 698082
Othery—Chairman: Andrew Tizzard 01823 690284
Moorlinch—Meeting Chairman: Anne Farmer 01458 210393
Stawell and Sutton Mallet—Chairman: Brian Lishman 01278 722579
Greinton—Enquiries: Toby Crispin 01458 210227

VILLAGE AMENITIES
Middlezoy: School 01823 698465; The George Inn 01823 698215;
P.O. 01823 698981 open Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 8.45am-12 noon, 2pm-5pm;
Shop 01823 587222 open additionally Wed 8.45am-1 lam and Sat 8.45am-12 noon;
Village Hall 01823 698366

Othery: School 01823 698464; Othery Village Hall 01823 690482
Moorlinch: Ring O’Bells 01458 210358; Church Hall 01458 210755
Stawell & Sutton Mallet: Village Hall 01278 723665
Greinton: Village Hall 01458 210277

POLICE: Emergencies only tel: 999 ; Non emergencies tel: 101
CRIMESTOPPERS: 8am-10pm Weekdays 0800 555111
NHS: Tel: 111

DISTRICT PCSOs
Georgia Coles 07889 659466; Benjamin Simpkin 07889 659932

VILLAGE AGENTS
To contact a Village Agent ring 01823 331222 and they will find the most suitable
person to deal with your query. Referrals can also be made via doctors’ surgeries.
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SERVICES CHART FOR CHAPEL AND UB CHURCHES MARCH 2023

DATE TIME | EVENT VENUE

March 5 Sun

(Second of 3.00 pm | United Benefice Taizé service etc. Holy Cross, Middlezoy

Lent) (see page 14)

12 Sun 9.30 am | Breakfast Café Church St Michael’s, Othery

(Third of Lent) 9.30 am | Breakfast Café Celebration St Mary’s, Moorlinch
10.00 am | Joint Worship For All service Holy Cross, Middlezoy
10.00 am | Holy Communion St. Francis, Stawell

19 Sun 10.00 am | Mothering Sunday Service Holy Cross, Middlezoy

(Fourth of 10.00 am | Mothering Sunday Service St Michael’s, Othery

Lent) 10.00 am | Mothering Sunday Celebration St Mary’s, Moorlinch

Mothering 10.00 am | Mothering Sunday Service St. Francis, Stawell

Sunday

26 Sun (Fifth 10.00 am | United Benefice Holy Communion St Michael’s, Othery

Sunday of 6.30 pm | Circuit Communion Service Methodist Chapel, Middlezoy

Lent)

April 2 Sun 9.30 am | United Benefice Take-Away Breakfast | Moorlinch Church Hall

(Palm Sunday) | 10.15 am | United Benefice Palm Sunday Service | St Mary’s, Moorlinch

The Common Worship readings and lessons for the services:

DATE SEASON READINGS
March Second Sunday | OT: Genesis, chapter 12, verses | to 9
5 Sun of Lent Psalm: 121
Epistle: Romans, chapter 4, verses | to |7
Gospel: John, chapter 3, verses | to 21
12 Sun Third Sunday OT: Exodus, chapter 17, verses | to 7
of Lent Psalm: 95
Epistle: Romans, chapter 5, verses | to ||
Gospel: John, chapter 4, verses 4 to 42
19 Sun Mothering OT: Exodus, chapter 2, verses | to 10
Sunday Psalm: 34, verses || to 20
Epistle: 2 Corinthians, chapter |, verses 3 to 7
Gospel: Luke, chapter 2, verses 33 to 40
or John chapter |9 verses 25b to 27
26 Sun Fifth Sunday oT: Ezekiel, chapter 37, verses | to 14
of Lent Psalm: 130
Epistle: Romans, chapter 8, verses | to ||
Gospel John, chapter ||, verses | to 45
April Palm Sunday OT: Isaiah, chapter 50, verses 4 to 9a
2 Sun (Liturgy of the Psalm: 31, verses 9 to 16
Passion) Epistle: Romans, chapter 5, verses 12 to 19

Gospel: Matthew, chapter 26, verses |4 to chapter 27, verse 66




