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What are we doing and why?
Southlake Moor reservoir is 
classified as a ‘large raised’ 
reservoir under the Reservoirs Act 
1975. As a designated reservoir 
structure, it is maintained by 
the Environment Agency.  

We play a major role in managing 
flood risk which includes ensuring 
continued safe operation and 
maintenance of reservoirs. The 
reservoir was inspected by the 
appointed All Reservoirs Panel 
Engineer who has identified 
several Measures in the Interest 
of Safety (MIOS) which must be 
completed by the Environment 
Agency before specified deadlines 
as part of its legal obligations 
under the Reservoirs Act. 

Only safety, no change  
We are doing this work only 
to ensure safe and continued 
working of the reservoir.��

The work will also ensure the 
continued operation of the 
wider water level management 
system and the flood risk 
management it offers to 
both the local communities 
and downstream towns.�

Flood water enters the reservoir  
by overtopping the low spots of  
the river Parrett and the river Sowy 
embankments. In addition, when 
conditions in the river Parrett 
are suitable, Southlake Moor is 
deliberately flooded in winter by 
the Internal Drainage Board (IDB), 
by opening the Sowy inlet gate. 

The IDB manages water levels 
inside the reservoir within 
the rhyne system following a 
Water Level Management Plan. 
They ‘fence’ off the water to 
protect the local community 
and the local ecology. 

When our work is finished, the 
reservoir is intended to function 
in the same way as it does 
currently with the same water 
level management in place. 
The frequency at which the 
reservoir is flooded with water, 
and the volume and depth of 
water within the reservoir during 
these periods will not change 
after construction. Management 
of land within the reservoir will 
also not change after the work.

Southlake Moor reservoir  
improvement work 
Autumn 2024



2

Finishing works at the Parrett left 
and right banks are now complete
In our last newsletter, we explained that the  
main work at the Parrett left bank and right bank 
was complete. Since then, we have completed the 
finishing works which included topsoiling  
the embankment. 

Sowy left bank and Sowy spillway
Our previous newsletter also said we had completed 
about main work at the Sowy left bank and the 
Sowy spillway. The improvement work at this 
location is now completely finished, including:

	→ Adding topsoil at the top along the 
length of the spillway where required 
to bring it to level with the kerbs. 

	→ Earthworks at either end of the spillway, 
and associated earthworks around the 
inlet and outlet structures. We also raised 
and adjusted the impacted gates.

	→ We levelled the access track from 
Aller Drove to the spillway.

	→ Finally, we added topsoil and planted 
seeds for grass to grow.

Fish were moved to new homes 
to safely infill the rhynes
At the northern embankment, we infilled six 
rhynes to enable construction and maintenance 
access. While doing this, we ensured that the fish 
in the rhyne network were protected and rescued 
as necessary by our trained fish rescue team. 

In one of the rhynes, they used nets to ensure  
the water did not have any living organisms before 
draining it and moving the water behind the  
steel dam.

At another location, our team safely removed three-
spined sticklebacks (Gasterosteus aculeatus) using 
nets. The water in the rhyne was drained and moved 
behind the steel dam where the fish were  
released gently.

We also used electrofishing at one of the rhyne 
locations. Our team carefully placed any organisms 
that were found in buckets before gently moving them 
behind the steel dam along with the excess water.

We are pleased to tell you that all fish 
and living organisms that were found are 
safe in their new homes nearby. 

What have we completed so far? 

Representative image of a three-spined stickleback

The Parrett right bank and left bank

 Sowy spillway

Trained personnel rescuing fish on site



Burrow Wall isolation bank 
and connecting bank
We have just completed the connecting bank 
work and have now started construction of 
the connecting bank sluice. As a part of this 
work, we will need to remove any fish using 
electrofishing. The construction of the sluice 
is expected to take around 5 weeks.

When that is finished, we will move around 
to access 6 to install the new box culvert and 
penstock (a structure used to completely shut 
off water flow when needed) at that location.

What’s coming up? 

The construction of the Burrow Wall 
isolation bank will resume next April 
2025 with the installation of the new box 
culvert at access 6, then followed by the 
construction of the new BWIB June 2025. 

Route of our vehicles from stockpile to the site
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What are we doing now? 

Work at the connecting bank

Planning our deliveries around 
school�times

We have updated our traffic management plan
to avoid drop-off and collection times at Othery 
Primary School. To ensure the safety of the 
students, we will not have any tractor and trailer 
movements between our stockpile site and the 
Southlake site accesses between 8.30am to
9.00am and 3.00pm to 3.30pm during term times.



Weevils become heroes for local ecology as they take down Azolla
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Noticing a decline in the density of Azolla

Our team found Azolla (water fern) on site, one of the 
UK’s most invasive water plants. It is a small, aquatic, 
free-floating fern native to America. It was probably 
introduced to the UK in the 1880s as an ornamental 
garden pond plant but has since naturalised, 
spreading through slow-moving freshwater 
habitats like ponds, ditches, lakes, and canals.   

We planned to use weevils to resolve the problem as 
they feed extensively on Azolla, working as natural 
heroes to control Azolla infestations in the UK.  

But we then noticed that the Azolla had started 
to decline on its own. And sure enough, 
weevils were already there eating their way 
through the ferns. They have now finished the 
job and the Azolla is completely gone.  

Contact Us 
For construction related  
queries, please contact:

Claire Deacon  
E: Claire.Deacon@kier.co.uk 
T:  07714 683609

For any other questions or to sign up to 
receive scheme updates, please contact:

Meri Fernandez  
E: southlakereservoir@environment-agency.gov.uk    
T: 03708 506 506

Azolla spotted on site 

Engaging with the local community
In May 2024, two of our team members joined Burrowbridge 
Parish Council’s monthly meeting. We presented our plan of work 
for 2024, spoke to the members of the community about their 
concerns in relation to our work and answered their questions.

We received great feedback from the attendees who said they 
felt that our presentations were very helpful and interesting. 
We will continue to do such presentations and to interact with 
the local community throughout the rest of our working period. 
We would like to thank you for your cooperation while we do 
this essential work to ensure safe working of the reservoir.
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