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NEWS FROM ACROSS BRIDGWATER

Hello and welcome to the Bridgwater Neighbourhood Policing Team for the
month of February 2025. We hope you find this letter informative as we aim to
bring you news stories and updates from your neighbourhood policing team.
E-Scooters Seized

The Neighbourhood and Response Teams were on proactive patrols in an
effort to reduce the persistent ASB and crime caused by a particular group of
known young individuals. A group wearing balaclava’s were seen riding these E
-Scooters when officers swooped in and seized them. Some of these individuals
are suspected to have been using these E-Scooters for suspected acquisitive
crime, so we hope this will play a part in reducing their impact on the wider
community.

Why aren’t private e-scooters legal to use in public?

E-scooters are classed as powered transporters and fall within the legal
definition of a motor vehicle under the Road Traffic Act 1998. This means that
the same rules that apply to motor vehicles, apply to e-scooters. This includes,
but isn’t limited to:

° driving with a licence
. driving/riding with insurance
. driving/riding other than on a road

It is not currently possible to get appropriate insurance for privately owned e-
scooters, meaning it is illegal to use them on the road or public spaces.

You can find out more around the legalities of E-Scooters at the following link;
E-scooters: Your questions answered | Avon and Somerset Police

Male arrested for possession of offensive weapon
On Thursday 16th January 2025, Officers from our Response team were on
proactive patrols in and around Bridgwater canal path where they spotted a
male acting suspiciously on an E-Scooter. When Officers tried to engage with
the male, he made off on his E-Scooter. Following support from our Police Dog
Handlers, the team located the male hiding in a hedge, along with a significant
amount of suspected Class A drugs and a large knife.

The male was arrested for Possession with intent to supply and possession of
an offensive weapon.
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This month’s ‘Meet the Team’ is PCSO
Jeremy Pidgeon.

| have been a PCSO for over four years and
currently moved to a new beat. | used to be a
rural PCSO looking after most of the
Quantock hills. My new beat covers Parkway
and Bower and the immediate surrounding
area. There are two police community
support officers that look after the area,
myself and PCSO Alex Fyne. We enjoy talking
to the local community and hearing about
any concerns they have and we do our
upmost to resolve them and reassure. Each
day can be very different from dealing with
vehicles causing obstructions to antisocial
behaviour to thefts to missing people.

Outside of work | enjoy spending time with
my family and brushing up on my drone
photography skills. | have been flying drones
for a number years and enjoy looking at
areas from a different viewpoint. This is a
view of Parkway at nighttime taken from my
Drone.
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https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/news/2021/11/e-scooters-your-questions-answered/

Kick-about with local Youth Group

PCSOs Josh Fellows and Tom Petch attended Hamp Academy to assist with
the football training morning with Rhode Lane Wanderers JFC. These are
great opportunities for young people to meet the Police and hopefully
develop those early relationships, so that should they ever need the Police,
they hopefully would feel more confident in approaching and reporting
matters to us.

Male charged with 25 offences
A man wanted for a total of 18 shop thefts, 7 breaches of their Criminal
Behaviour Order and a re-call to prison was arrested in the early hours of
Sunday morning by the Bridgwater Neighbourhood Policing team. After
refusing to be interviewed, the individual was charged with all 25 offences
and has returned to prison.

High Visibility Patrols from Mounted Section

Officers from our mounted section have been assisting with some high
visibility patrols in Bridgwater Town centre, targeting those that continue to
insist on causing anti-social behaviour in our community. We’ve heard from
members of our community about how they feel when in the town and
other areas of Bridgwater, and are utilising support from other departments
to crack down on anti-social behaviour

If you see them out and about in the community, do say hello to our
Mounted Officers and the police horses - Windsor and St Michael. They are
more than happy to pose for a photo....but only after they've been bribed
with polos! (The horses that is!)
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POLICE EARLY INTERVENTION
TEAM

Its normal and healthy for young people to
want to meet with friends, be sociable and feel
part of the community. Somerset is a safe place
to live and no young person should feel unsafe
visiting our town centres and public spaces.

As part of our work with the Violence
Reduction Partnership, the EIT and Young
Somerset have been speaking with children and
young people. 60% of young people have told
us that they would like more information about
what to do if they saw or were involved in a
violent incident. They told us that they feel the
right people to share this information with
them include their parents and guardians,
police and teachers.

It can be a good idea to talk to young people
about how recognise and respond to situations.
Encourage young people to spot the signs, to
distance themselves and tell someone.
It’s important that young people understand
the difference between ‘Snitching’, to get
someone else in trouble, to stop themselves
getting in trouble or to hurt or upset someone
and ‘Reporting’, to keep themselves or
someone else safe, where they might need an
adults help or speaking out because they know
something is wrong.

Encourage them to be brave and speak up.
There is lots of good advice out there to
support you and them. Town centre safety and
young people (somerset.gov.uk) has links to
useful information.

When incidents occur in schools or colleges,
they will need to decide whether to involve
police or not. Many incidents can be dealt with
and resolved internally. They will have their
own behaviour policies and guidance.
If you have a crime, incident or concerns that
you want to report to police, the best way is
often online.

In Highlight Youth Hubs, 69% of young people
told us that they aren’t aware of how to report
anonymously.

Young people can visit the Fearless reporting
site:
https://crimestoppers-uk.org/fearless
0800555 111

or call

If you are worried about something or have
information you can report anonymously to
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or visit
www.crimestoppers-uk.org

part of Crimestoppers



https://www.somerset.gov.uk/health-safety-and-wellbeing/town-centre-safety-and-young-people/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/health-safety-and-wellbeing/town-centre-safety-and-young-people/
https://crimestoppers-uk.org/fearless
http://www.crimestoppers-uk.org

FRAUD AWARENESS

This section on the newsletter will include information on scams that we as the
Police are currently aware of and how to hopefully avoid falling victim to these
types of crimes.

Message from the Fraud Support service at Avon and Somerset Victim
Support

Avon and Somerset Police have been working closely with Victim Support,
utilising their fantastic new service for supporting victims of relationship
fraud.

Relationship fraud is a complex and manipulating crime, which can take place
over a long period time. Fraudsters usually use a false identity with stolen
images and information. They target a large number of people with whom
they build a relationship of trust and form an emotional bond. They are very
convincing and will attempt to extract money from the victim or convince
them to move money between bank accounts. Relationship fraud can have
devastating impacts on those affected, not only financially but also
emotionally. It can result in feelings of violation and betrayal which are hard
to overcome in future relationships. Relationship fraud can happen to anyone,
it does not define your strength or character.

If you or someone you know has been impacted by relationship fraud, you are
not on your own. Avon and Somerset Victim Support are now running peer
support groups for anyone who has been impacted by relationship fraud. It
can be difficult to discuss this type of crime with friends or family due to a fear
of being judged or not being listened to. The peer support group gives you the
opportunity to speak to people who can relate to what has happened, share
similar feelings and discuss coping mechanisms or just come along and listen
to others. The group will be held on Zoom and facilitated by Victim Support.
There will be a maximum of 6 people and there are no limits to attending the
sessions.

If you would like to be involved or find out more, you can contact us by phone
on 0300 303 1972 and we are open Monday, Wednesday and Friday 9:30am-
5:30pm and Tuesday and Thursday 11am-7pm.

Or email us at avon.andsomerset@victimsupport.org.uk

Here are some red flags of relationship fraud to look out for:

o The person you are speaking to lives or works overseas.

o Jobs including the military, oil rig worker, United Nations employee or
any medical professionals (surgeon/doctor).

o Any mention of a high value box; this could include money, gold bars,
jewels, or inheritance.

o Moving your conversation away from the website/social media to
Google Chat or WhatsApp.

o Asking you for any kind of money — this includes gift cards or
cryptocurrency.

o They cannot video call you with a crystal-clear image and in sync audio.

o Any sob stories — the fraudster may claim to be a struggling single

parent, widowed, hungry, homeless, injured, sick or stranded in a
foreign country.

o Declaring their love for you very early on and even introducing the
subject of marriage.

o Claim to have things in
common with you, e.g.,
widowed or having the
same religion.

. Promise to meet you but
will always have an excuse
as to why they cannot.

COMMUNITY
SPEEDWATCH

For those that don’t know what ‘Community
Speedwatch’ is, it is where volunteers from
the local community carry out speed
monitoring checks on specific roads across
the community.

The aim of Community SpeedWatch is to
make motorists who speed through
residential neighbourhoods aware of the
impact their actions have on local residents,
or the danger they pose to other road users
and pedestrians. This is something we are
working with communities to address.

How SpeedWatch works
A Community SpeedWatch can be set up in
any village, small town, or urban area,
governed by either a 20, 30 or 40 miles per
hour speed limit.

A team of local residents who are willing
to volunteer a small amount of time each
week are trained and issued with speed
detection equipment to monitor speeds.
Vehicles observed speeding will be sent a
warning letter along with advice to help
change their driving behaviour.

Further action will be taken by the police
against persistent and high end speed
offenders as well as targeting individual
locations.

Activity during January
Over the month of January, 5 out of the 11

Community  Speedwatch  schemes in
Sedgemoor have been visibly active across
the different communities. From the 25
sessions that have taken place, 5,877 vehicles
have been monitored by our Speedwatch
volunteers. From those, a total of 103 letters
have been sent out to drivers that have not
adhered to the speed limit.

The Community Speedwatch is a great
service that greatly assists the Constabulary
in reducing speed across the communities.
Should you wish to join an existing
Speedwatch, or would like to set one up for
your area, you can find more information
here:

Community SpeedWatch |
Somerset Police

Avon and
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https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/apply/community-speedwatch/
https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/apply/community-speedwatch/
mailto:avon.andsomerset@victimsupport.org.uk
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CRIME STATISTICS - December 2024

(Latest information available to the public online)

Crimes Recorded September

Category

Bicycle Theft

BRIDGWATER POLICE STATION
Opening Times

Monday: 08:00—20:00

Tuesday: 08:00—20:00

Wednesday: 08:00—20:00

Thursday: 08:00—20:00

Friday: 08:00—20:00

Saturday: 09:00-17:00

Sunday: 09:00-17:00

Criminal Damage & Arson 50

Other theft 41

Public Order 67

Shoplifting 101

Vehicle Crime 16

Other Crime 15

You can access and find out more about crime statistics for a specific area by
clicking either of these two links:

Your area | Avon and Somerset Police

Avon and Somerset Constabulary | Police.uk (www.police.uk)

What | would like to reassure you all with regards to these statistics is that
certain crime types are grouped together in one category. On our systems we
can see far more detailed information, but for what we are allowed to share
with the public, crime types are grouped together.

For example one of the categories above is ‘Violent Crime’. Domestic incidents
fall within that category and Domestic incidents are one of the most common
type of incidents we as the Police attend. If you would like to know the
definition of what a Domestic relationship is, you can find it here:

Domestic Abuse Act 2021 (legislation.gov.uk)

Hopefully this somewhat reassures you of why the number of crimes within
that category are high.

DID YOU KNOW...?

Help us Promote Safer Roads: Submit Your JourneyCam Footage

Dangerous and careless driving puts lives at risk every day on our roads. To
tackle this issue, Avon and Somerset Police encourage the public to play an
active role in promoting road safety by submitting JourneyCam footage of
potential traffic offences. Known nationally as Operation Snap, this initiative
allows members of the public to report incidents they’ve captured on their
dashcams, helmet cameras, or other recording devices. Whether it’s
dangerous overtaking, failure to wear a seatbelt, or a driver using their phone,
the footage you share can make a real difference in holding offenders
accountable and preventing future harm on our roads.

Submitting your footage is straightforward:

Visit: Go to www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/roads.

Answer questions: Complete a short series of questions to determine
whether the footage is eligible.

Follow instructions: Upload your footage and any required information
as directed.

More information can be found here - Help us Promote Safer Roads: Submit

Your JourneyCam Footage | Avon and Somerset Police

USEFUL LINKS
STREET SAFE

StreetSafe is an online tool that can be used
by anyone to anonymously tell us about
public places where they have felt or feel
unsafe.
You might have felt unsafe in your local area
due to anti-social behaviour or environmental
factors, such as a lack of street lighting. We
encourage you to share your experience using
the StreetSafe tool.
The information you provide will be
considered alongside evidence already
gathered by police forces and will be used to
inform policing and local authority safety
activities within your community.
Link to Website to report:
StreetSafe | Police.uk (www.police.uk)

KEEP UP TO DATE

Facebook is a great way to keep up to date with
your local Neighbourhood Policing team. Follow
us on:

Facebook: Sedgemoor Neighbourhood Policing

GET IN TOUCH

In an emergency always call 999

For non-emergency matters call us on 101 or
report online via
www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/

report

Contact the Neighbourhood Team directly:
SomWestNPTBridge-
wate@avonandsomerset.police.uk

To report a crime anonymously, contact
Crimestoppers on

0800 555 111 or visit
www.crimestoppers-uk.org

WRITTEN & EDITED BY
PCSO SAM GREEN


https://www.police.uk/pu/notices/streetsafe/street-safe/
https://www.facebook.com/aspsedgemoor
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https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/report/accident-on-the-road/#/
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