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Minutes of the Meeting of Othery Parish Council 

Monday 15th  April 2024 7:30 pm in Othery Village Hall 

 

1 Apologies: All present. 

 

2 Present: Cllrs Tizzard: Jennings: Jones: Selway: Atherton: Betty: Wright:  Cllr Matt 

Martin:  Four members of the community. 

 

3 Declarations of Interest: These will always be declared at the agenda item when 

appropriate. 

 

4 Certifying the minutes of the meetings held on 11th March 2024: 18th March 2024: 26th 

March 2024;  All agreed as true records of the three meetings held during March. All 

proposed by Cllr Betty seconded by Cllr Jennings. 

5 Public question time and Neighbourhood Watch/Crime report and an update from Cllr 

Matthew Martin or Harry Munt: Cllr Martin reported that the year end report from the 

Somerset Council should be available by the end of the month, and he will circulate it.  There 

are still questions over the role of the LCNs.  The one Othery attends is the largest and the 

distance some have to travel is making attendance disappointing even with a change of starting 

time which was implemented.  Also, they have moved to 4 meetings a year as they were not 

able to get officers to attend to give presentations.  Not surprising when there are 18 LCNs.  

Mrs Burnell spoke to the meeting about the response that she had from Claire Deacon from 

Kier when she asked about contractors deciding to use Summerhedge as a route.  She said that 

the response was that Kier have no control over their contractor a fact that Mrs Burnell and 

the Parish Council totally reject.  She will send the email to the clerk for circulation.  The 

Clerk reported that he had sent a copy of the response sent to the Somerset Council regarding 

the movement of soil down Pathe Road to PCSO Georgia Coles and her supervisor Lora Bray.  

When he was in the police station earlier today neither were available to speak with him so he 

updated their inspector who will have a conversation with them. 

6 Matters Arising:   Highways Issues: 20mph project: No updates on when 

this will be implemented.   

Garden of Remembrance: Cllrs Betty and Tizzard have 

had a look and there is room for four more before a new garden of remembrance is created 

and that will be in the new section but at the earliest in the autumn after the birds nesting 

season as part of the hedge will have to be removed to gain access. The work would be put 

out to tender for 3 quotes. 

EA flood defence scheme update is any: No updates to 

report as Cllr Martin states that it has yet to go to the planning committee.  Cllr Martin was 

asked as vice chair of the committee to ensure that the movement times past the school 

requested by the Parish Council were put in place. 

Summerhedge Street Sign:  It is being replaced and Cllr 

Martin was asked to add the Main Road sign and will get that replaced once he has received 

the exact location.  Also, the signs at Townsend have at last been promised for this year. 

Free Kings Portrait order number 32203:  Noted 

 

7 Playing Field:    New seats:  The one needs digging in and it is suggested that 

Martin Pring is asked to install it where it will not be in his way.  He will also be asked to 

look at the fence panel which moves in the wind and needs attention.  The area is looking 

good after its first cut of the year.  The clerk is having problems with seating direct who said 
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that we were entitled to a £37.30 rebate and yet today he has received a demand for £111.89.  

He has already emailed the company to ask for this to be sorted.  Unfortunately, a youngster 

broke his arm in the playing field so an accident report form needs to be completed so the 

clerk will forward one to Cllr Selway to use.  It was not a fault of the equipment but user 

error we were told at the meeting. 

 

8 Cemetery:   Cemetery wall damage:  We need and update as to when 

this work will be undertaken so the clerk will ask the question. 

9 Planning notice:     

10 Financial Matters:    

Expenditure:      Salary    £  268.24 

      Clerk’s expenses  £  188.35 

      SPFA    £    15.00 

      Prostrate cancer  £    25.00 

Income:    Seated Furniture  £    37.30 

 

11 Correspondence:    

12 Correspondence for Circulation:  Already circulated by email: 

13 Urgent Matters at the discretion of the Chairman: The grass around the village signs needs 

attention possibly more often than the county will cut it.  Martin Pring will be asked to cut it 

if required.   

Cllr. Atherton proposed the idea of a planter or planting of plants around the sign was 

suggested. The planter would be refused by highways as that is part of the highway as it could 

be classed as a hazard but a request for planting would be a possibility so the Othery Gardening 

Club could be asked to have this idea as a project.  Next Agenda. 

Cllr. Tizzard noted that the Othery village millennium sign situated Main Rd. end of the 

village was looking tired. He suggested a review/survey decide on ways to improve it.  

There is a suggestion that the main road could only be a surface dressing. This is not acceptable 

so assurances are required from the Somerset Council that this will not happen but a full 

retarmac be undertaken.  Next Agenda. 

Cllr Atherton is aware that Brent Knoll have a speed camera which downloads the VRN and 

speed so that warnings can be sent.  This was partly funded by the police.  The clerk will find 

out if Othery could apply for one. 

Charity RNLI. 

Date and time of the next meeting: Monday 13th May 2024 7:30 Annual Parish Meeting 

followed by the Parish Council Meeting.  


