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Minutes of the Meeting of Othery Parish Council 

Monday 17th  June 2024 7:30 pm in Othery Village Hall  

 

1 Apologies: Cllr M Martin: 

 

2 Present: Cllrs Tizzard: Jennings: Jones: Selway: Atherton: Betty: Wright: 

 

3 Declarations of Interest: These will always be declared at the agenda item when 

appropriate. 

 

4 Certifying the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 13th May 2024: Agreed as a true 

record of the meeting. 

5 Public question time and Neighbourhood Watch/Crime report and an update from Cllr 

Matthew Martin or Harry Munt: The Clerk reported that he had attended a Police 

supervisors meeting and stressed that communication was essential to rural areas so that 

confidence in the Police is restored.  At the meeting Georgia Coles village PCSO was there as 

she is acting in a supervisory role at the moment.  Due to PCSO Coles competency she is often 

diverted from her village duties which remains a constant problem.  She has forwarded a 

newsletter which will be circulated to the Parish Council and updated regularly.  

Cllr Betty reported that he had been voted out from the role as Vice Chair of our LCN by the 

Liberals which has been organised before the meeting.  Now both the chair and vice chair are 

from the towns which is not good for the villages.  Cllr Betty stated that the LCNs have 

achieved nothing and the appetite for them is diminishing and without a purpose they could 

fold.  Cllr. Tizzard noted that the LCN’s were dysfunctional and had failed to deliver as 

originally promised and that it was difficult to see what benefit they afforded. The Clerk 

reminded the meeting that the same happened to the Parish Clusters which Sedgemoor set up 

many years ago and they folded as they became no more than a talking shop. 

6 Matters Arising:   Highways Issues: 20mph project: Cllr Tizzard reported that 

he has found out from Gary the lead officer that the cost had risen to £3,985 but with some 

changes it was now fixed at £3,300.  The changes are that not as many markings are needed 

and two repeaters now not required.  The road roundels will not be painted until the road has 

been resurfaced.  It will be essential that the road signs are in the right place.  Gary also advised 

that there will be a bollard on the corner of Load Pool set very deep into the ground to prevent 

the cutting of the corner and that if any more are required they are £70 each. 

 EA flood defence scheme update is any:  The planning 

permission for Pathe Road to be used has been passed but with conditions that there are to be 

no movement past the school at the start and end of the school day. 

 Upgrade of the main road: The road has been completely 

surveyed and it is confirmed that it will be a complete resurfacing with tarmac possibly before 

Christmas. 

Village signs and planting in and around them:  Still 

work in progress to the next meeting. 

 Emergency Plan: Cllr Jones has taken the lead and took 

advice from the members.  It will be on the next agenda. 

 

7 Playing Field:    Gate and Inspection: Cllr Selway reported that the gate and 

fence have been repaired by Martin Pring and that the playing field inspection has been 
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undertaken and we await their report.  Cllr Selway is also attending a training session next 

Tuesday. 

8 Cemetery:   Cemetery wall damage:  The meeting did not take place 

so hopefully an update at the July meeting. 

9 Planning notice:     

10 Financial Matters:   The Parish Council accept the financial accounts for 

2023/24 having had the internal auditors verbal update and the posting of the statutory notice. 

Expenditure:      Salary    £  268.24 

     Salary administration 2 months £    28.80 

      G Wagen James  £  390.00 

      British Heart Foundation £    25.00 

      Village Hall   £    36.00 

Income:     

All the above agreed by the meeting. 

11 Correspondence:    

12 Correspondence for Circulation:  Already circulated by email: 

13 Urgent Matters at the discretion of the Chairman: Next Charity Cancer Research. 

It is possibly too late to list the London Inn as a community asset and not sure that it would 

achieve anything.  The issue of multiple occupancy cannot be taken up by enforcement 

without evidence or an official complaint by a member of the community. 

The footpath below the once Council houses on the main road is overgrowing the footway 

and as it has been acknowledged by Somerset Council that the footway is their responsibility 

it will be up to them to take action on this matter. 

Date and time of the next meeting: Monday 8th July 2024 7:30 Parish Council Meeting. 


